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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2021. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.  Lean leis an dea-obair!  Thank you for 
participating In Ireland’s longest-running environmental project and helping to make Ireland a better place.  We 
really appreciate all the great work that you do and the effort you put in, year on year. 

We believe that this might be only your third entry to Tidy Towns as a reformed group.  If so, welcome back and we 
are delighted to have you. For a village the size of Cullen, you have a good number of volunteers both on your 
committee and without.  You meet regularly and you do a weekly clean-up, fair play.  You are supported by a 
number of groups and organisations including IRD Duhallow, Cork County Council and your local GAA Club.  Both 
youth and your national school are involved in your efforts.  The specific project that you have identified for 
particular effort this year is a new curved stone wall erected at Luibín a Rince with its own flowerbed.  If you could 
please tell us in next year’s entry which projects are new (N) or maintained (M) that would be really helpful, thank 
you.
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Here you tell us that traditional stone walls are being erected at the entrance to the village.  This initiative is perhaps 
better assessed under the last category of the competition.  The Church of the Nativity is an impressive building.  
The evergreen planting in the containers here were noted.  It is believed that the grounds here could look so much 
better with some colourful planting whether in containers or in the ground. Cullen National School looks great! Well 
done to the staff and pupils here.  We loved the plaques at the front with the green messages – very proud and 
loud!  Overall the grounds here looked spotless.  The Community Centre / Pipe Band Hall was looking a little tired 
on day of visit.  Perhaps this was being prepared for painting?  If the railings at the front could be painted too, this 
would be helpful.  It was noted that there is a plan for this to be a childcare facility soon.  Some former business 
premises could benefit from receiving attention from you.  You could ask your local area engineer or the County 
Council Heritage Officer whether there might be some supports to restore some of these.  

It was wondered whether murals might look good on the wingwalls of the entrance to the GAA grounds.  Another 
site suggesting itself for a mural is the handball alley building.  The Heart Stone here is a fascinating piece but there 
is nothing to say what it is.  Could a sign (or name-stone) for this be a new project?  The empty space beside it was 
a puzzle. Has there been something here previously?
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

13/06/2022

 



You have spent quite a bit of time on pruning and other maintenance work over the last few years.  All of which has 
been required to get back to the condition you describe and was visible on the day.  That’s understandable, much of 
the work in this category is pure maintenance which takes up much volunteer time.  As you say, more improvements 
are always needed!  

Your work at Luibín a Rince is really lovely.  The raised bed here with the shale mulch looks so well.  A little further 
out the road, the stepped sleeper bed is very nicely laid-out and maintained.   Have you considered replacing the 
artificial grass on the wall-top with some real planting?  Heather or Hebe might be species that could work here.  
The grotto is clearly well looked after.  Overall, we’d recommend that you try to introduce more colour into the 
planting in Cullen. Some of the areas that you have planted prove that you are more than capable!

You tell us that you are beginning to do some work involving wildflowers.  IRD Duhallow were to assist you with this 
but Covid-19 prevented this from happening.  That’s not surprising and lots of groups have been held back from 
their aims by the pandemic.  The old graveyard was visited and this is a really peaceful spot.  There are nice mature 
trees here and much birdsong was enjoyed here from Blackcaps, Wrens and Blackbirds.  Also enjoyable was our 
visit to Tobar Laitiarain.  A wonderful part of this job is getting to see such sites of local mythology.  The poor girl, 
though!  Watch out for herbicide use where it’s not needed, such as at the base of hedgerows.

You tell us here that you try and get groups out each week on a Tuesday night for litter-picking both in the village 
and in the surrounding areas.  Fair play!  It’s good to hear that a local teacher is so involved and committed to 
anti-litter actions.  Congratulations on your success to date in the Cork County Council anti-litter competitions.  
Overall, Cullen was very tidy on adjudication day.  You’ll be pleased to hear that no litter was seen on the entire 
visit. A great achievement.  Well done.

Thank you for the details of your anti-food waste initiative.  This is a really worthwhile event.  As you say, Irish 
households throw away a ridiculous amount of food for no reason.  You have also liaised with the GAA Club on less 
wasteful taps and short-flush cisterns, very good. There are lots of projects and initiatives that may be undertaken to 
score points in this category.  We’d encourage you to have a look at the Tidy Towns Handbook which is available 
online on www.tidytowns.ie  (look under Competition and then Handbook).  If you’re stuck, Cork County Council 
have an in-house expert that knows all about this category.  This is your county’s Environmental Awareness Officer 
and is the best source of information on all things sustainability.

Unoccupied houses are a feature of every settlement in rural Ireland now, unfortunately.  In Cullen however, you 
have been proactive and you tell us that almost every house in the village has been painted.  That’s a great 
achievement. You rightly take great pride in your very long-established Feis and want the village to look its best for 
this in June and indeed the whole summer.  When we visited Cullen we were pleased to see that many houses have 
recently been painted and in fact some house-painting was underway on day of visit.

Here you tell us that you hire a local contractor to carry out hedgerow-cutting on all the approach roads.  It’s good to 
read that this is carried out outside the bird nesting season.  Is your contractor aware of best practice with regard to 
hedgerow-cutting?  You could look up guidelines given by Teagasc on this subject.  These are really good for 
maximising the biodiversity value of hedgerows while maintaining them in good order.  

The name sign on the way into the village from Knocknagree is very nice. Would you consider some planting here in 
order to make this more of a statement?  The green pump, nicely painted was noted.  Your other main approach is 
more formalised and very pleasant.  The stepped sleeper bed looks great here. The verges are really well-tended 
but not overly cut back.  The mature trees here are of a pleasant mix of species and shapes and it was great to see 
that the hedgerows here hadn’t been cut.  Overall, a very nice approach and just the way to do it.

The car parking area adjacent the new graveyard was in very good order on the day.  Some farm gates on the 
approach near the village might look good if painted up.  Your new stone wall was noted, well done.  No small piece 
of work.  What will you do with the area in front of this?  If you are reseeding it, may we suggest that you go 
'low-mow’ on it, in order to favour flowering plants?

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

This was this adjudicator’s first visit to Cullen and it was both interesting and enjoyable. You are doing very 
important work in keeping Cullen looking as good as it does and we are most appreciative of this.  Keep up the good 
work.




