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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2021. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.  Lean leis an dea-obair!  Thank you for 
participating In Ireland’s longest-running environmental project and helping to make Ireland a better place.  We 
really appreciate all the great work that you do and the effort you put in, year on year. 

Welcome to Tidy Towns 2022, Coolagown and it’s great to read about all that you’ve been doing over the last 
couple of years.  It has been a while since this adjudicator visited you and it’s fair to say that you’ve been busy!  A 
word of thanks for the effort that was obviously put into your entry this year.  This was very detailed and so 
well-illustrated.  Some of the photographs are studio quality and could grace any promotion for the Tidy Towns 
competition.  Lovely.  We’d encourage more brevity, however.  Bear in mind that the adjudicator is on the move 
amid many centres so managing large documents can be tricky.  To this end, we’d strongly encourage you to keep 
the narrative shorter where you can.  All that aside, we are very grateful for the high standard of presentation and 
level of detail that you have provided us.  The Village and Environmental Plan contains some really interesting and 
challenging projects.  Some of the proposals will no doubt be hotly debated within your community.  Thank you for 
the hand-drawn map that was a model of clarity.  

There is no doubt that you are well-supported across the width of your community from sports clubs and school to 
landowners and residents.  Indeed, the standard of presentation of Coolagown on the day was evidence enough of 
this. The Village Renewal Project was your major piece of work over the last year and well done on receiving the 
funding for this project (which we will get to later).  Retaining your village status was obviously a very meaningful 
moment for your community and that’s very understandable.  

Your interaction with the local authority and other statutory and funding bodies is clearly very effective and has 
allowed you to complete some substantial works since this adjudicator was last here.  From your own Parish Priest 
to national NGOs, you collaborate well and productively.  Fair play. It’s hard to believe that Coolagown is only a little 
over 20 years in the Tidy Towns competition, such is the standard that you have set at the highest levels.
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Your ‘flagship’ project from the last year is obviously the Village Renewal Project.  A really significant piece of work, 
this has transformed a part of the approach to your village core.  Well done.  Your other new project this year was 
noted by the adjudicator on arrival.  Another great job was done on your bottle banks and you have provided great 
documentary evidence of same.  You have a multitude of areas and features maintained in this category – too many 
to list here but include maintenance of the Spout, the national school, church and Moynihan’s Forge.  We’d advise 
listing woodland walks, trails and the like under the following two categories rather than this one.  The church looks 
terrific, the curtilage was spotless with as good quality planting as ever.
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to list here but include maintenance of the Spout, the national school, church and Moynihan’s Forge.  We’d advise 
listing woodland walks, trails and the like under the following two categories rather than this one.  The church looks 
terrific, the curtilage was spotless with as good quality planting as ever.

As your entry states, there is a vast number of green areas in Coolagown.  It is acknowledged that the maintenance 
of these would therefore take up a lot of your time throughout the year.  So, having most of your entries here as 
maintained projects is entirely appropriate.  As you point out in entry no. M12 (Forever Blooming) a lot of 
maintenance is required across all of the seasons.  You did also manage some new work too, though.  You created 
a new picnic area at the Holy Well and the adjudicator was delighted to go and see this area for the first time in 
some years.  It is a special place.  The fact that you had to get everything you needed over the wall is in itself 
remarkable.  You’ve also created a new seated area on the Long Road where running water and wildflowers may 
both be appreciated.  Well done.

Your Long Road (Phase 3) project was ‘the big one’ in this category for this year.  Here you have given a facelift to a 
very small watercourse with a variety of interventions to make it more biodiverse and also people-friendly.  Aquatic 
plants noted here included Marsh Marigold, Water Forget me-not and Fool’s Watercress.  Well done, another 
significant piece of work.  Would you consider putting in an exit ramp here for amphibians or even small mammals 
that might enter the steep channel here? As discussed above, you also put in a lot of effort at the Holy Well – such a 
super spot, with a lovely old Horse Chestnut and several Oaks.  A little bird nesting box here wouldn’t be suitable for 
use and should be removed.  On that subject, there’s no need for little perching pegs on nesting boxes.  The old 
stone stile here is gorgeous. 

Your hedgerows are perhaps a little too well-maintained.  Would you and the landowners consider allowing the 
hedgerows to grow vertically a little more each year?  This would allow more flowering and fruiting and a bonus for 
biodiversity overall.  There is lots of good information online on optimal shaping of hedgerows for habitat value.  

The adjudicator was able to visit all of the areas where you have provided or enhanced habitats.  These included 
Barrett’s Dyke which looked absolutely amazing on the day, the Spout and Kilbarry Wood.  This last was as lovely 
as remembered and the path and gateway well-kept.  The Life-Space Park still looks lovely too.  The signs here 
were clean and in good condition.  Flowers in a tub here had just been watered, it is believed!  This is a lovely little 
space that is a credit to you and your ongoing care. As before, the adjudicator admired the view of the north Cork 
landscape from the car park here.  Wind turbines and Buzzards being additions to the view since the last visit.

Thank you for your very well-illustrated entry in this category.  You’ve certainly got every age-group involved in the 
anti-litter effort in Coolagown! Thank you also for the bullet-list of actions that are an ongoing duty for your group 
and residents.  It is a pleasure to say that Coolagown was litter-free on adjudication day, a great achievement. 

The info signs at the village are in good condition and were spotlessly clean on adjudication day. However, two of 
the three are quite sun-faded now and you could consider getting these replaced.  The finger sign for the Long Road 
is in need of a touch up too.  You have useful collaboration with the County Council as well as with Zeus Packaging 
and the national school, of course.  As mentioned earlier, a high degree of care was noted at the Life Space Park 
and Kilbarry Wood.

Thank you for describing how your actions in this category help to meet the Sustainable Development Goals.  As a 
Sustainable Energy Community, Coolagown is helping to play its part and more.  Congratulations on completing the 
Energy Master Plan for your village and hinterlands. We look forward to hearing more about the planned workshop 
on renewable energy and uptake of technologies such as heat pumps and solar PV. Congratulations too on your 
rainwater harvesting video – very arty but also very impressive!  You have ample water supply now for your very 
many landscaped areas. Is this the largest-scale community rainwater harvesting in Ireland?  It might be!  Thank 
you for your description of your plant/bulb saving technique and your adherence to the 4Rs.  Your Leave no Trace 
and anti-litter signage was noted as being well-kept and in good condition.   Your recycling area looks as good as 
new and was spotless on day of visit.  The Green Dragon continues to look well and send a positive statement.

Here you list how residents play their part in the collective effort and how you support them.  Providing a copy of the 
adjudicator’s report and a letter of thanks is an excellent idea.  It is clear that you enjoy remarkably high levels of 
support from the residents and it is very much a two-way street.   One of the gates that hosts your motif has a 
broken piece of plywood and a Cork County Council planning notice on it.  You could see if that could be removed 
or remediated.  The Paddocks was beautifully kept and spotless.  Foliage obscured the name-stone here but this is 
a rather minor complaint!  Cill an Óir was also immaculate at time of visit.  The adjudicator wonders if a portion of 
the extensive grassed area could be given over to a ‘Low-Mow’ mowing regime.  The Beech hedgerow at the front is 
perhaps a little over-zealously managed and maybe some more growth would add to the habitat value of this 
boundary.  Diligent care in both estates, at any rate – fair play.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



Thank you for your description of your work in this category.  Your new footpath and fencing deserve another 
mention in this category. A small area opposite the gate to the stud (adjacent the former pub) was blocked off with a 
piece of corrugated metal and spoil was deposited behind this.  We assume that this is a remnant of the works and 
will be removed soon.  Now that the new footpath is in, the bare branches of the non-native hedgerow plants of the 
adjacent property boundaries are exposed.  A plan to replace with other species may be in order. The recycled resin 
looks great at the base of the trees here.  

As discussed previously, you have many green areas on your approaches and on the Long Road and these take a 
fair bit of minding, to say the least.  A piece of agricultural equipment here looks a little abandoned at this stage. 
Have a look at the 60/80 speed limit signs which might be getting a little faded now.  One of these signs was turned 
the wrong way on the Long Road.  Some earth was dropped into the ditch along this road, presumably for an 
upcoming project. The Tree Trail still looks great and the roses were admired. You have a lovely series of townland 
name signs and these too must be taken care of.  Your planting on your approaches is impressive but subtle.  Well 
done for maintaining this throughout the year.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

This was a really enjoyable return to Coolagown and it’s great to see even more progress from you. Thank you for 
all the hard work.  It was noted from one of your signs that a problem that you will be facing is that you’re running 
out of room to record your medals.  Lots of groups would love to have that problem!  Go raibh maith agaibh.


