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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2021. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.  Lean leis an dea-obair!  Thank you for 
participating In Ireland’s longest-running environmental project and helping to make Ireland a better place.  We 
really appreciate all the great work that you do and the effort you put in, year on year. 

Many thanks for all the work that obviously went into your entry this year. This was very detailed and extremely 
helpful to us on adjudication day and in writing this report.  Your entry included a very descriptive entry form, Tidy 
Towns Plan, a really useful map, drawings and photographs.  We acknowledge here the effort made in this regard.  
There is a real sense from your entry that you have great pride in Conna and want to improve it with your work.  As 
a relatively new group, you appear to have good support across the community including assistance from your local 
Foroige group which is very important.  The specific project that you have identified for particular effort this year 
relates to grounds of your beautiful castle.  You didn’t list Cork County Council in the supporting organisations and 
we would advise you to contact your Environmental Awareness Officer who is an expert in all things Tidy Towns.
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You give a very good description of your work overhauling the Bee and Butterfly Garden.  Indeed this is a significant 
piece of work.  It’s great that young people volunteered their services for this project.  It’s a really nice place to sit 
now.  You also list the Garden Space at the cross here although this would more suitably adjudicated under the 
following category.  You also addressed the church car park where you ‘injected some new life’ back into this space.  
Very good.  

The Community Hall was in need of some painting at time of visit but it looked like preparations for this were 
underway.  The façade was really the only urgent area for attention.  The Post Office was getting painted on day of 
visit and a guesthouse nearby looked very inviting.  The Winner’s Enclosure has nice hanging baskets.  English’s 
Foodstore was well painted, bright and clean.  The church looked lovely on this sunny day and the new planters in 
front of the car park look really great.  Well done!
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You mention suitable street trees early on in this category.  Again we’d advise that you contact the County Council 
and ask if one of their horticulturists could give you some sound advice on this.  The right tree in the right place is so 
important in street settings.  Similarly, some good advice on the trees that would be suitable at the castle would be 
useful.  We visited the castle and it really is a super site – such an amenity for Conna.  The gate was admired but 
the bench could do with a little care.  The informality and lack of over-interpretation makes the castle a really 
pleasant place to visit.  The little climb up to the base is worth the effort for the view over the river and the village.  
Well done on your work at the Garden Space.  This micro-park has really become a lovely centrepiece of your 
village since this adjudicator’s last visit.  The sculpture is a super centrepiece.  The row of Copper Beech looks so 
good. Well done. The raised planted area opposite the very neat Bride Plastics looks really well.  Could the gate 
here be painted or otherwise be maintained more appealingly?
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the bench could do with a little care.  The informality and lack of over-interpretation makes the castle a really 
pleasant place to visit.  The little climb up to the base is worth the effort for the view over the river and the village.  
Well done on your work at the Garden Space.  This micro-park has really become a lovely centrepiece of your 
village since this adjudicator’s last visit.  The sculpture is a super centrepiece.  The row of Copper Beech looks so 
good. Well done. The raised planted area opposite the very neat Bride Plastics looks really well.  Could the gate 
here be painted or otherwise be maintained more appealingly?

Your commitment to protecting hedgerows and field boundaries is admirable.  Your Bee and Butterfly Garden would 
certainly benefit from some additional created habitat too.  Yes, some folk just love neatly cut grass and in some 
areas that is perfectly fine.  Rather than divide the camp over a small piece of ornamental green space, we’d advise 
you to look for more extensive areas of grassland (e.g. roadside verges) where you could make a difference with 
management. We are very pleased to read of your opposition to random use of herbicides.  Good communication 
with the County Council and Community Employment schemes is a key ingredient.  The castle and the lands here 
would be a worthwhile site for a bat survey.  You could contact Bat Conservation Ireland and see if they could help.  
Please be aware that the River Bride is a part of the River Blackwater Special Area of Conservation.  You should be 
referring to this in your application.  Thank you.  The adjudicator spent several happy minutes just watching the 
Sand Martins and the numerous trout in the river here.  What a lovely river!

We congratulate you on your weekly litter-picking and segregation.  We’re not sure if Conna needs more litterbins, 
though. You are hoping to educate about dog litter and also to seek a clean-up of signs at the cross.  Very good.  
On day of visit it appeared that one of the clothes bins had been broken into, which was unfortunate.  Please have a 
look at some of the older tourist signage which getting faded now. Is the Blackwater Cycle Route still relevant?  You 
could consider funding streams to get a ‘redo’ of all your information signage with a consistent design.  The 
adjudicator is puzzled by the steel cage which shackles a wheelie-bin to a pavement peninsula close to the cross.  
Is this a public amenity or a private bin?  In either case, it’s just not suitable for a village streetscape.  Would you 
consider consolidating all of your community notices onto one big Community Noticeboard?  It would look neater.

Thank you for all the details on your exciting plans for an eco-friendly potting area.  While it’s great to see handball 
alleys in use, when they are not they can be a waste of space.  However, you are looking to have a space to save 
waste.  Rainwater harvesting and wood reuse are all intended.  Excellent!  This could be a really significant project 
for Conna.  You could enquire from your local Leader company whether some funding may be acquired for this.

You’ve not made any entry in this category.  Unfortunately, this makes it difficult to apportion additional marks in this 
category.   Please refer to the new Tidy Towns Handbook which is available from www.tidytowns.ie.  A key 
component of this category is good communication with residents and we don’t believe that this will present any 
problems for your group.  Does the Castle Rivers estate have a name sign?  Some great efforts have been made by 
many of Conna’s householders.  These include some really top-notch gardening and landscaping efforts as well as 
pergolas and hanging baskets.  Well done to them. Some super efforts were also noted at Cois na hAbhainn and 
opposite the Community Centre.  Some former dwellings of Conna are derelict but we also note that some of these 
buildings are up for renovation and that is great.

We note no entry in this category either.  It may be possible that the author ran out of time before entry.  Not to 
worry.  Again, refer to the Tidy Towns Handbook for advice on what is assessed in this category. Some comments 
are given below on some of the applicable areas here.   We noted that some areas of road surface have been 
redone recently.  A row of very nice Lime Trees aids one approach.  The older black and white sign for Conna could 
do with a little touch up and some planting at the base of this would be great.  Lots of improvements were noted on 
the pedestrian markings on the bridge. The little roses to the north were admired too.  The Bride is just a beautiful 
river to look at and your community is very fortunate.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

This was the adjudicator’s first visit to Conna in several years.  Many improvements were noted and admired.  You 
are definitely on the right track for even more progress.


