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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2021. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.  Lean leis an dea-obair!  Thank you for 
participating In Ireland’s longest-running environmental project and helping to make Ireland a better place.  We 
really appreciate all the great work that you do and the effort you put in, year on year. 

Many thanks for the work that went into your entry this year.  This included an amply-illustrated entry form, a very 
useful map (with legend) and a copy of your new 5-year action plan.  All of the above really helped with the 
adjudication of Charleville in this year’s competition.  Your group appears to be well-organised and you certainly 
have plenty of supporters across your community.  These include a number of businesses, the library and Fire 
Brigade.  You list Cork County Council and Ballyhoura Development as providing funding and advice, no doubt key 
project partners for you.  You tell us that you use a local paper to communicate and helpfully provided us with an 
extract from The Vale Star from earlier this year.  The specific project that you have identified for particular effort this 
year is the Sensory Garden at the CBS Charleville.  You have been involved with Tidy Towns for over 15 years and 
we are pleased to read that the competition has improved the streetscape and public realm of the town.
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Thank you for all the projects and initiatives that you list here.  Several of these refer to older important buildings 
that are to be repurposed (e.g. the Market House and Parochial Hall).  It’s great to read that the Schoolyard Theatre 
is back in action.  It also looks so much better than this adjudicator had remembered.  A new project listed by you 
this year is one that has been a long time coming.  This is the renovation and repurposing of the old CBS building.  
The Town Park is also listed here as a new project but this is probably better assessed under the following category.  
The Plaza that adjoins your lovely library is maintained by voluntary effort, you tell us.  An example of a very useful 
collaboration. Another new project is the erection of hanging baskets at the Railway Station, well done.  The new 
monument described by you wasn’t found.  Perhaps this was overlooked by the adjudicator.  

The built environment of Charleville is really interesting and there are fine vernacular features on 
many of the commercial premises of the Main Street.  A good standard of upkeep and the lovely old limestone 
pavements make this a pleasant thoroughfare to walk at any time of year.  Shopfronts admired include Rossis and 
Moran’s.  A former newsagent has a beautiful traditional shopfront where vintage women’s magazine covers were 
on display.  The Credit Union looked splendid on the day.  Some commercial premises aren’t keeping their signs 
just as well as they could.  Murray’s department store is beautiful though and the slightly ‘retro’ style of Hartigan’s 
Diner is appealing.  It was felt that both AIB and Bank of Ireland premises could look much better with a little effort. 
The rear of the shopping centre is very uninspiring and the advertising banners don’t really help.  Back on the main 
thoroughfare, the Centra and adjacent café with the new outdoor seating area looked clean and bright.  

The murals at Charleville CBS primary are a lovely addition.  The adjudicator also visited the snior school next door 
and saw the polytunnel as well as tubs with planted vegetables.  The ETB premises looks really well.  Fennel was 
among the several notable pollinator-friendly species seen here.
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thoroughfare, the Centra and adjacent café with the new outdoor seating area looked clean and bright.  

The murals at Charleville CBS primary are a lovely addition.  The adjudicator also visited the snior school next door 
and saw the polytunnel as well as tubs with planted vegetables.  The ETB premises looks really well.  Fennel was 
among the several notable pollinator-friendly species seen here.

Thank you for the abundance of photographs that you have supplied to support your entry in this category – these 
are very useful.  An important new project for you this year has been the installation of new benches and paths in 
your Town Park.  This has been transformative for this really important space.  You’ve upgraded your knowledge of 
the park too with a tree survey by a well-known scientist.  The results of this are now on display for all at the park.  
You also describe an extensive list of planted areas that you maintain.  

Have a look at your street trees and see whether tree guards may be removed.  The Town Park was the first site 
visited on the day and the new paths were tried out first before a rest on a new bench was called for.  Areas of 
'low-mow’ were noted and your new signs were admired – is this a new logo for Charleville Tidy Towns?  Its lovely!  
A great job has been done on the Church View Garden where the display of churns is now a water-feature.  The 
planting here looks great too.  It was very nice to see some wild plants allowed to flourish on the church lawns.  A 
Common Spotted Orchid was seen here.  At the plaza, the hanging baskets are most effective.  More planted areas 
were noted than the adjudicator recalled from previous visits and it was felt that the standard of this planting has 
improved too.  The planting at Mannix College was inspected and looked great.  Opposite there is a utility pole that 
needs either care or removal.  The ESB substation building across the junction looks really poor.  Would the ESB be 
amenable to a paint job here? Even painting the gates would be good.

You have a number of new initiatives to report in this category.  An important one is a survey that you have 
commissioned on invasive species in Charleville, very good. Another non-native species is more welcome and 
indeed you have taken steps to introduce Echium to Charleville from Cobh.  It is indeed popular with pollinators and 
we’d be keen to hear if it thrives in your town.  Another new project is a wildflower make-over at O’Shea’s.  You 
begin to tell us about a new project with the Men’s Shed but unfortunately some detail is missing.  Perhaps let us 
know more about this next year.  Your message on herbicides hasn’t unfortunately reached all quarters as herbicide 
use was noted around all of the new LED light standards.  There is no need for this at all.

Thank you for all the detail on your anti-litter actions throughout the year.  You participated in the An Taisce Spring 
Clean 2022, very good.  On a day-to-day basis you carry out weekly litter-picks with members sometimes picking as 
they go.  You don’t use herbicides for weed control, favouring mechanical control instead.  Cork County Council 
staff carry out street-cleaning at the weekend.  
Please don’t forget to give the hanging basket poles some attention, even if there is no hanging basket in residence.  
Watch out for stray cigarette butts that work their way into gaps and gullies.  The Plaza looked really well on the day 
– litter-free and with good weed control.  Overall, litter control was good on adjudication day with only a little seen.  
A great achievement for a busy town like Charleville, well done.

A good entry was made by you in this category.  Charleville is now a pilot area for the ‘Donate, Don’t Waste’ 
scheme.  This is effectively a textile reuse project and with your local SVP branch you contribute to the running of 
this.  This is a win-win with this charity receiving money per bag of clothes.  Another new project for Charleville is 
the installation of energy-saving LED lighting for the Town Park.  You also tell us that you have reduced the number 
of hanging baskets in order to save water.  You are encouraging people to shop local – again this is a win-win, 
saving resources and supporting local businesses.

Here you tell us that you are lucky to have residents that take pride in their community and maintain their properties 
to the best of their abilities.  That is great to read.  All of the initiatives that you describe here relate to maintenance 
of planted areas as well as the playground. Thank you for the photographs of Mannixville and Meadowvale.  We 
went to visit the latter and this is indeed a lovely little estate.  The biodiversity area with bug hotel and bird table was 
noted. One outstanding garden (the owner has perhaps a motorbike) was admired here. The extensive green area 
at the back of the estate was fallow with many thistles.  It was felt that this could be made into a great little orchard 
or even mini woodland.

Again, the photographs do so much of the talking for you in this category.  There are some lovely and extensive 
planted areas shown and these do take a lot of maintenance.  Roses, Nasturtiums and Nepeta all look great in the 
long beds.  There is a super photograph of your ‘tricolore’ planting and super before and after shots of the verge at 
Mannix College.  

The display at Charleville Park Hotel provides a nice welcome for visitors approaching on the Limerick Road. Your 
twinning sign is quite faded and perhaps you should consider a replacement.  The planting here looked splendid 
though.  Your efforts to plant at the base of the fence at the derelict site at the junction here were noted.  

Works were underway on Park Road at time of visit.  It is presumed that this is a pedestrian link between the car 
park and the Town Park?  If so, that’s great as it is much needed.  Charleville should be much more walkable than it 
is at present.  The adjudicator was travelling by bicycle for most of the visit and the streets didn’t always feel very 
cycle-friendly.  The traffic is somewhat oppressive and the on-street car parking doesn’t help.  

The Cork approach road is really very nice and overall a good effect is achieved.  The Inver garage has lovely roses 
and lavender on display and this really makes a difference.  A great job has been done on the planting at the speed 
limits here.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



twinning sign is quite faded and perhaps you should consider a replacement.  The planting here looked splendid 
though.  Your efforts to plant at the base of the fence at the derelict site at the junction here were noted.  

Works were underway on Park Road at time of visit.  It is presumed that this is a pedestrian link between the car 
park and the Town Park?  If so, that’s great as it is much needed.  Charleville should be much more walkable than it 
is at present.  The adjudicator was travelling by bicycle for most of the visit and the streets didn’t always feel very 
cycle-friendly.  The traffic is somewhat oppressive and the on-street car parking doesn’t help.  

The Cork approach road is really very nice and overall a good effect is achieved.  The Inver garage has lovely roses 
and lavender on display and this really makes a difference.  A great job has been done on the planting at the speed 
limits here.

Concluding Remarks:

We really enjoyed this visit to Charleville and it was great to see so many positive changes.  Keep up the good work.


