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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2021. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.  Lean leis an dea-obair!  Thank you for 
participating In Ireland’s longest-running environmental project and helping to make Ireland a better place.  We 
really appreciate all the great work that you do and the effort you put in, year on year. 

Thank you for all of the information you have supplied this year.  This included a very detailed and most amply 
illustrated entry form. This included some photographs from last year’s work which is allowed, given the 
circumstances we’ve all had to put up with of late! Many thanks for the really useful indexed map.  You also 
provided us with a list of non-mapped projects.  Thank you for referencing the pertinent Sustainable 
Development Goals throughout your entry form. 

You are evidently well-supported and valued within your community and your entry form alone tells us that you 
communicate well.  We were impressed with the involvement with the school that you have detailed for us.  The 
specific project that you have identified for particular effort this year is the publishing of the survey of your local 
graveyard in book format.  The profits of this going to the restoration fund for St Mary’s Church of Ireland.  
Congratulations on 41 years of competition in Tidy Towns and for your medals over the last few years.  Well 
deserved.
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Thank you for your well-illustrated entry in this category.  This was easy to read and gets across the great work that 
you’ve been getting on with over the last year and a bit.  Thanks for all the information on the heritage buildings of 
your village and area as well as your involvement with same where relevant.  The adjudicator visited St. Mary’s 
Church and graveyard and enjoyed a very sunny interlude here with abundant Valerian in the flowerbed here.  
Could the grass be allowed to grow between the graves here?  We saw that the wall of the RC Church had indeed 
been painted as promised in your entry form and the gates too –well done.  Congratulations on your new Heritage 
Trail.  The brochure looks super.  Please make sure to supply us with a link to this and your new website in next 
year’s entry.  Maintenance is constant, you tell us in bold capitals.  Point taken – this is true indeed.  With derelict 
and unused buildings much time and energy can go into the maintenance of same.  

Good use of colour was noted.  The consistent red across the village assists the overall appearance. The former 
creamery site is for sale again and it is hoped that this will go through soon.  Look out for clutter here that may be 
removed.  The former garage site nearby could look so much better.  It is acknowledged that this is probably a 
private site but a little tidying and the addition of some planters would make a great difference.   Opposite, the 
former public house shows signs of neglect and some TLC would make a positive impact here too.  The painting on 
the building next door (with a sign for Fleetwood Paints) is in need of a touch up.   

The greater majority of the shopfronts looked good.  Nash’s garage shopfront is a stand-out for this adjudicator.  
The new garage was extremely neat and tidy. The colours of the Hilltop Inn were admired.  The old petrol pump has 
been lovingly kept.  Could the wall of the building get a little love too?  The Spinning Wheel mural could be replaced 
or touched up now.  Castletownroche National School looked great on adjudication day!  Lovely grounds, a Green 
Flag and a bike rack (with bikes) were all admired.  Lots of good stuff was going on in the garden here including 
plants for pollinators and wooden planters.  Signage was seen but couldn't be examined up close as school was in 
session at the time.
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private site but a little tidying and the addition of some planters would make a great difference.   Opposite, the 
former public house shows signs of neglect and some TLC would make a positive impact here too.  The painting on 
the building next door (with a sign for Fleetwood Paints) is in need of a touch up.   

The greater majority of the shopfronts looked good.  Nash’s garage shopfront is a stand-out for this adjudicator.  
The new garage was extremely neat and tidy. The colours of the Hilltop Inn were admired.  The old petrol pump has 
been lovingly kept.  Could the wall of the building get a little love too?  The Spinning Wheel mural could be replaced 
or touched up now.  Castletownroche National School looked great on adjudication day!  Lovely grounds, a Green 
Flag and a bike rack (with bikes) were all admired.  Lots of good stuff was going on in the garden here including 
plants for pollinators and wooden planters.  Signage was seen but couldn't be examined up close as school was in 
session at the time.

Thank you for the copious detail provided by you in this category.  The planting scheme map looks like a great piece 
of work – what date was this produced?  You’ve supplied lots of background information such as the areas where 
grass cutting is carried out, photographs of Castletownroche through the year and where maintenance (that word 
again!) is carried out.  You leave the reader in no doubt that yours is a full-time commitment.  Well done.  The 
planted bed opposite the creamery (a new project) was a priority visit for the adjudicator.  Overall, excellent attention 
to detail was noted in your extensive landscaped and planted areas.  A credit to you all.  From St. Mary’s Church, 
one can see the importance of the mature trees to the Castletownroche streetscape.  Have you ever carried out a 
tree survey of the village?

Just after listing the relevant Sustainable Development Goals you tell us here that local information is important.  
True indeed.  You also let us know that the River Awbeg is a Special Area of Conservation and go on to tell us 
about its biological status in terms of water quality.  Very good.  Your entry goes on to list a super range of 
biodiversity projects that have been undertaken by you with the focus being firmly on pollinators.  A most detailed 
and well-illustrated account of work by Castletownroche national school is then given.  This is one of the best entries 
in this category that this adjudicator has seen in recent years.  Well done everyone and best of luck with your 
special award entry.  

The topography and the mature trees of this wooded valley make it a very amenable location for a range of species.  
After parking at the RC Church, the adjudicator spent a little while listening to Swifts and Swallows in the warm air 
above. The nice little reflection garden here was admired.  Is the pond here permanently dry? The bees appreciated 
some of the pollinator-friendly elements of the planting here.  

As your entry noted, you retain wild plants where they occur.  Your stone walls and other stonework are abundant 
with plants and ferns.  Valerian added great colour where it was found.  In the millrace, Brown Trout, Grey Wagtail 
and Water Crowfoot were all recorded – lovely.  One wonders if the grass here must all be cut.  Could perhaps a 
portion of this be maintained as a Low-Mow area with cutting timed to benefit flowering species?

Thank you for the details provided here on your day-to-day anti-litter actions which include group litter-picks and 
your annual Spring Clean is also described.  The Picker Pals is an excellent initiative that makes great sense.  It’s 
great to read about the IFA branch getting stuck in on the roadsides.  What about the GA, have they been involved?  

Castletownroche was just about litter-free on adjudication day.  A great achievement.  Well done to all involved.  
Relatively few tidiness issues were noted. The railings at the grotto will need to be painted soon.  Otherwise it was 
very well-kept.  The old cycle-route sign is probably beyond use now and should be removed.

Another good entry is supplied by you here which is supported by some strong rationale on your actions as well as 
by an abundance of photographs.  While there is some overlap here with other categories it is acknowledged that 
common threads and indeed actions occur across the categories.  Biodiversity, for example is essential for 
sustainability, as you point out.  The Big Grow project at  the national school sounds excellent.  We got an 
opportunity to visit the living willow arbour at the green space in front of the mill.  A young family was enjoying this 
area at time of visit.

Again, you’ve supplied ample detail on residential streets and housing estates of Castletownroche along with 
photographs of same.  Your photographer managed to find some very sunny days for taking same!  Thank you for 
the detail on how the residents’ associations interact with Castletownroche Tidy Towns and this seems to work very 
well for you.   During the visit, great attention to detail was noted.  A live example was seen as a lady painted 
benches at Shinnick Place.  Some outstanding efforts with container planting were seen throughout the village.  
Chapel Street is one such example.  Hunter Park was visited and a really well-kept green and splendid planting was 
noted here – fair play to all involved.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



Once again, some great detail is provided by you here for your work in this category.  The before and after 
photographs of the Fermoy Road really say it all!  Super work has gone on over the years on the approaches of 
Castletownroche and you are showing no signs of stopping.  A super level of detail is given by you here.  Thank 
you.  

The approach on the Glanworth Road is really lovely with stone walls, mature trees and a very welcome bit of shad 
on a sunny day such as this.  it was good to see a cyclist sign straightaway.  The landscape planting at the junction 
on this approach is just about the best introduction to Castletownroche you could hope for.  Surely one of the nicest 
in this part of the country.  The ‘Short-Cut’ is a lovely little route with herb-box and inspiring signs.  There is perhaps 
space for some more planting here.  Excellent work was noted in the landscaped area on the  Mallow Road.  This 
looked so well cared-for.  A lovely exit from Castletownroche.

Concluding Remarks:

The adjudicator really enjoyed this visit to the peaceful and colourful village of Castletownroche.  Congratulations on 
all that you have achieved so far.


