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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2021. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.  Lean leis an dea-obair!  Thank you for 
participating In Ireland’s longest-running environmental project and helping to make Ireland a better place.  We 
really appreciate all the great work that you do and the effort you put in, year on year.  

Speaking of years, we understand that this is only the third year of your participation in Tidy Towns.  Reading your 
entry form that’s hard to believe as you’ve made a really impressive entry this year with lots of detail of all you’ve 
been up to over the last 12 months.  This was detailed and well-illustrated with many photographs of your work and 
events.  If some suggestions could be made on your entry form, we’d advise that you break up the text a little with 
bullet-points or similar or use bold type etc. for headings and key words.  

You have an impressive list of supporting organisations and groups which includes several businesses and an 
organic farm!  Thank you for detailing your engagement with the National School, youth and Foroige. The specific 
project that you have identified for particular effort this year is the work on historic bridges within your parish.  A 
super project and it was good to read that you got advice from the Heritage Officer on this.  It’s great to hear that 
your participation in Tidy Towns has been positive for your group and wider community.
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Your projects in this category start with work on derelict properties within your area.  Yes, progress can be slow but 
you’ve got your momentum going now.  Well done for engaging the Mayoress in this endeavour. Your bridge project 
– as mentioned above – is both a conservation and education project and we were delighted to see one of these on 
the way into Castlemagner.  Well done for securing the funding for the new benches.  The adjudicator isn't sure if 
these had been installed before the day of visit.  The installation of the new interpretative boards on Lohort Castle is 
a great addition to local and general knowledge.  You have also assisted with the suitable development of the new 
car park at Ballyhass National School. Very good.  The Castlemagner Community Centre could look a lot better, it 
must be said.  If you could replace the now-weathered sign that would be a good start. You could also remove the 
plants from the gutter.  However, it also offers a great opportunity for wildlife projects.  Bird nesting boxes, bat 
roosting boxes and specialised Swift nest-boxes could all be installed here.  It’s a shame that the former 
newsagents in Castlemagner is now closed.  However, this building could be a good site for a mural.  The GAA Club 
house is nicely painted and looks good.
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

14/06/2022

 



Your projects in this category relate to maintenance and that is entirely suitable.  Most landscaping and planting 
work is in maintaining it over its lifespan.  Your work at Sally’s Cross and Abraham’s Cross applies sustainable 
principles including Low-Mow and native species. Training was ongoing at the GAA Club at time of visit.  The badge 
is faded and there was no club name visible anywhere within the grounds. The walking trail here was very much in 
use that evening.  The adult exercise machines were seen to be in good order here. Some uncut grassed area was 
noted which is good.  A planning notice for a playground at the GAA Club was seen – another new project for you!  
This is a lovely space already and a playground would enhance it further.

Here you describe again the use of sustainable practices in managing areas such as old graveyards.  A useful 
project would be finding out which species of bats have taken up residence in the old Church of Ireland church.  
Perhaps you could ask the Heritage Officer for assistance with this.  One of your committee members has been 
upskilling with a biodiversity workshop at Knockbrack.  Watch out for areas where herbicide is used unnecessarily 
(e.g. under hedgerows).

Thank you for the great detail that you have provided on your regular anti-litter efforts and events such as the join 
foray with Kanturk Tidy Towns.  We love to hear about cooperation such as this.  The fact that your parish could 
muster 100 volunteers is really impressive.  Well done for meeting every Tuesday.  Keep up the good work! 

A few items are in need of attention.  Opposite the church, a red pump and a yellow wheelbarrow look somewhat 
abandoned.  Both pieces need to be painted and planted up.  A little weed control here would be good too.  Watch 
out for old planning notices attached to telegraph poles.  The post box at Geoff’s is in need of a touch up.  An old 
Edward VII post box has been damaged and painted over.  A really super project would be restoring this.  We are 
sure that your Heritage Officer would be happy to discuss this with you.

You have lots to report in this category!  For a start, you tell us that you have organised a cookery demonstration on 
food waste – excellent.  This is one way we could all make a huge difference to the  environment at no cost but 
rather a saving. We love the upcycled china cups and gifts – a lovely idea.  You responded quickly to our new 
Ukrainian guests with clothes and toys, fair play.  A clothes collection will help local charity shops.

You are addressing the issue of derelict buildings in Cecilstown and this is making a difference.  You tell us here 
that Dulux has supported the painting of walls in the estate.  A future project will be signs for the housing estate and 
the village.  This will be a very useful endeavour.  We were impressed with the presentation of houses whether 
detached or terraced. Churchfield Estate looks extremely neat and tidy.  A slate-covered bed at the front could be 
planted up to good effect here.  An extensive green area (opposite the Community Centre) is well-cut when it could 
just as well be ‘Low-Mow.’  Cut grass was dumped in a corner here which isn't really good practice.

Traffic-calming measures have just been put in place for Castlemagner Village and you are hoping for similar to be 
installed at Cecilstown.  You are also hoping new pedestrian footpaths will be created for Castlemagner.  We hope 
that both initiatives go well. Is one of these between the church and the village?  It is needed.  The great work on 
planting further out this road was admired, including the pollinator-friendly species - well done.  The approach to 
Castlemagner from Mallow is very pleasant with nice mature trees and very appealing name sign in a frame planter.  
Watch out for signs that face in the wrong direction.  Sometimes it takes an outsider to notice such things!  One of 
the 80/50 Kph speed limit signs on the Newtwopothouse Road was turned sideways.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Again, it’s hard to believe that this is only your 3rd year of Tidy Towns.  You are making such great progress and 
you’ve loads of good raw material to work with, so we’re expecting great things from you!  This was an enjoyable 
first visit to Castlemagner and we look forward to the next.  Well done everyone.


