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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2021. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.  Lean leis an dea-obair!  Thank you for 
participating In Ireland’s longest-running environmental project and helping to make Ireland a better place.  We 
really appreciate all the great work that you do and the effort you put in, year on year. Speaking of years, you inform 
us that (allowing for your previous entries as two separate villages) this is your 60th entry to the Tidy Towns 
competition.  This in itself is remarkable and we are delighted that you are still a thriving part of the Tidy Towns 
movement.

You can field a good number of volunteers when needed.  It’s good to read that a positive outcome of Covid-19 is 
that it has helped your voluntary projects.  You communicate via press, radio and WhatsApp.  However, you hope to 
set up a Telegram account to connect with every household and community group.  You work directly with the 
school and we read that you were supportive in the creation of a sensory garden here. Thank you for the 
submission of your 3-5 year plan.  However, we would recommend that you give yourselves some specific dates 
and a timeframe within which to complete projects.  The specific project that you have identified for particular effort 
this year is the ongoing maintenance and redevelopment of the Castlelyons old cemetery.  We’re really pleased to 
hear how Tidy Towns has benefited your two villages over the years.
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You describe Fr Ferris Park as a jewel in the crown of the community.  Indeed, it is a wonderful resource for you all.  
Revamping of the children’s playground here is listed as one of the new projects here.  Another is the founding of a 
sporting group for children with special needs.  This sounds like a really worthwhile initiative.  Well done to all 
involved.  Future projects for you include a wheelchair-friendly roundabout and further flowerbeds.  An initiative to 
widen the walkway is seeking grant aid. 
Two projects you list as new projects are the bust of tAthair Peadar O Laoghaire and the accompanying information 
board.  However, we read from last year’s adjudication report that these have been submitted previously.  A future 
project is a Heritage Trail.  As you say, you have more than enough source material to feed into this trail.  You are 
wished every success with this.  

A new development at Glanbia is at the planning stage, you tell us.  This should no doubt see improvements to your 
built environment.  It was noted that this area was rather untidy on the day.  The RC church has really beautiful 
grounds and this is such a pleasant space.  Breeding birds appreciate it too.  The Swift nesting boxes were noted 
also.  No Swifts were seen at time of visit but there were many Swallows in the blue skies. The Lavender here is 
lovely.  The information and illustration at a former commercial premises on the bend still looks very good.  Some of 
the derelict buildings that have been painted by you previously will need redoing soon. The Old Forge has been sold 
says a sign here.  The mural still looks well.  The Duchas sign at the Abbey should probably be replaced with a 
bespoke sign.  The two local townland information signs here still look well but the backs of these could be painted.  
Both of your public houses looked well on adjudication day and Sharon’s hairdressers shop was well presented.  
Castlelyons Community Centre looked quite freshly painted.  It has a really lovely sign too.
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lovely.  The information and illustration at a former commercial premises on the bend still looks very good.  Some of 
the derelict buildings that have been painted by you previously will need redoing soon. The Old Forge has been sold 
says a sign here.  The mural still looks well.  The Duchas sign at the Abbey should probably be replaced with a 
bespoke sign.  The two local townland information signs here still look well but the backs of these could be painted.  
Both of your public houses looked well on adjudication day and Sharon’s hairdressers shop was well presented.  
Castlelyons Community Centre looked quite freshly painted.  It has a really lovely sign too.

Thank you for all the detail that you supply here on the planted locations and the context for same.  As so much of 
this category is about maintenance of existing areas, it’s only natural that most of your work would go into same.  
Thank you for the spring photographs – it’s always interesting to see areas in different seasons.  The bank at 
Murphy’s Garage is coming on well and the upkeep here was noted.  The bus shelter would be a great project.  The 
adjudicator is aware of a number of communities that have created their own bus shelters.  One at Bunratty, Co. 
Clare might be worth your viewing to get some inspiration.  

The Kent brothers monument is new to this adjudicator and there is a great amount of history to be gleaned from 
this. Nearby the playground was reverberating with the sounds of delight from its young users.  The slide appears to 
be a big hit! The park looked really well on this bright and sunny day. Annual planting is used to good effect by you 
and really does brighten your junctions and roadsides.  Is there a missed opportunity in the sleeper bed adjacent the 
school?  Your Village Park is exactly what a park like this should be – uncluttered and very natural with space for 
children to explore and play creatively.  Several young people were doing exactly this on the day.  The little 
footbridge is lovely as well as useful.

Invasive Species are an issue for your area, no doubt.  Thank you for the update on these.  You tell us that your 
hopes of establishing a historic orchard for the purposes of conservation of fruit varieties are still very much alive.  
Good to know.  You are wished every success with this.  We feel that the 'low-mow’ areas of Fr Ferris Park could be 
significantly expanded.  For example, the slopes up to the pitch, the path-sides and verge areas could also be 
managed better for native species and pollinators.  You could also consider using the cavity blocks along the school 
wall as ‘built-in’ bug hotels.  

The fallow grassland and scrub opposite the Glanbia facility caught the eye.  Is this area manged for wildlife?  Even 
if not, it is worth noting that this is valuable habitat.  A floral survey here would probably be very informative.  It is 
also great habitat for breeding birds.  You don’t need telling that the River Bride is great habitat also.  However, you 
didn’t make any reference to the fact that this is part of a Special Area of Conservation (the Blackwater River 
(Cork/Waterford) SAC).  Do please note this as any works that you undertake in this area (e.g. invasive species 
control) should be informed by this.  It was beautiful on adjudication day with Water Crowfoot making pleasing 
patterns and trout readily visible.  Swifts were noted above and a Heron hunted quietly downstream.  Sand Martins 
and Grey Wagtail were also hunting but for smaller prey, a good sign.  Not so good is the presence of Himalayan 
Balsam of which you are aware, we know.  An effort to tackle this would make a good project.

Dog litter seems to remain something of an issue for you but you are keeping the dispensers filled and doing your 
best. Perhaps an awareness campaign is needed?  Make sure to keep the bag dispensers filled or dog-owners will 
stop looking for them.  Also an ongoing issue is the tidiness of the recycling banks.  Indeed, other communities do 
sometimes experience this problem.  The layout of the bottle bank might be reconsidered.  An area that is entirely 
visible from the road and to passers-by might fare better.  Indeed, on the day there was some litter and broken glass 
in this area.  The information signage at the pedestrian entrance to the national school is in need of some work.  
Watch out for finger signs that are in need of cleaning.  Also for wooden sign frames that are empty (e.g. in front of 
the national school).  The information board at the little green at your riverside park is probably in need of 
replacement soon.  Perhaps you could update it to include information on the River Bride (LIFE) project?  
Unfortunately your area was not litter-free on adjudication day and several roadside areas could have been cleaner.  
Some items for your attention are two of your pumps, the large cart and some finger signs (e.g. for Castlelyons 
Village Park) that could be cleaned.  Watch out for discarded woody material at the Abbey.

Your little library is still holding up and is a very worthwhile initiative.  You maintain rainwater harvesting at the 
church and the water harvester at the River Park has been repaired – great!  Paint and the efforts to apply same are 
given voluntary, you tell us here.  Indeed, there is nothing like a community working together.  We’d like to hear 
more about specific projects and actions here.  Ideally initiatives with measureable outcomes should be given.  
Could we suggest that you have a look at the new Tidy Towns Handbook for information on this category?  This will 
surely give you some ideas for projects that you might undertake as a community.  Please be aware that there is 
need to use herbicides at the base of trees and we do not recommend this.

Here you tell us that among your six housing estates there is a good community spirit and the lockdown seems to 
have improved this.  That’s good to hear.  The idea of having a representative from each estate on your Tidy Towns 
committee is a wise one.  The green at Ard na Rí is very well-kept and the trees are doing nicely here. A super 
rose-bed was noted in a nearby garden.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



rose-bed was noted in a nearby garden.

We admire your ambition to mark and celebrate your history right across your village.  We do suggest that you 
develop a firm plan for this. For example, planning a consistent series of signs and markers will be important in 
order to achieve a coherent appearance.  To this end, we suggest that you discuss this with your County Heritage 
Officer. You are hoping for a new footpath at Deerpark which would be an important amenity as well as an 
improvement in pedestrian safety.  Keep up the efforts to communicate with OPW with regard to the works needed 
at the Abbey.  It has previously puzzles this adjudicator why the space to the fore of the Abbey is not better used.  
Your entry explains that this has been somewhat contentious.  We do agree that this area is crying out for a really 
significant project such as a monastic sculpture.  Further to the south, the hanging baskets on the bridge were 
admired.  Do these take a lot of watering?  The wooden Slán sign nearby is in need of replacement now.  

The bend in the road opposite the church very pleasing with the well painted former garage, the stone wall, bench, 
well-kept flowerbed and the glimpse of another lime kiln.  Has a bike lane ever been proposed for the village?  The 
new section of footpath looks great.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was great to see such improvements to your centre since our last visit.  Thank you so much for all your hard work 
for your community.  Best of luck.


