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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór... It was a pleasure to 
revisit Scariff after an absence of too many years and to note the wonderful changes in the recreational and visual 
amenity status of the village; the Tidy Towns group have a lot to be proud of! Thank you for this year’s succinct 
submission which included a map a plan and a biodiversity plan all of which facilitated adjudication in addition to the 
photographs. The committee of 10 with 20 volunteers make good use of all types of media both traditional and 
digital including it seems Scariff Bay Community Radio! The Riverside Community Park is a wonderful amenity 
which serves the community and visitors well and everyone involved in bringing it to fruition deserves a big Thank 
You! The Tidy Towns engagement with the school, Clare County Council and a host of business and community 
groups has been invaluable in  aking
Scariff a lovely village in which to live and to visit.

44

The new Street Enhancement Measures for buildings along the main thoroughfare has been a great success with 
many beautifully presented premises making up the core of the village many shopfronts and Pubs were admired for 
the quality of their presentation including paintwork. Other buildings worthy of mention include the Garda Station, 
the Health Centre, the Sacred Heart Church and its grounds; the school looked well also although perhaps further 
landscaping would be appropriate? New seating in the Square also deserve a mention together with refurbished and 
new litter bins. The interpretive panel on the Tourist Information premises wall is a nice touch. Some overhead 
service cables are visually obtrusive in the streetscape however those that run parallel to buildings are less so. One 
or two spaces between buildings need attention and some gates to side areas. There appears to be a lot of 
on-street car parking which diminishes visual amenity to a degree; are off street parking areas available?
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It is great to note that planting within the village centre is in place throughout the year and that it is pollinator friendly. 
Of equal merit is that flowerbeds on the riverbank have been planted with sustainability in mind as well as the needs 
of pollinators, the floral displays on the bridge were admired also. Appropriate landscaping inside the Mart curtilage 
area might be considered to create greater enclosure. The Riverside Park with its many attractions is an invaluable 
community facility and we look forward to the installation of public lighting to make it a year-round facility. 
Universally accessible picnic tables should be considered for the green area on the opposite side of the car park. 
Flower displays throughout the village are colourful and it is good to note that there is not too great a reliance on 
Begonias which although pretty are not pollinator friendly. On-street trees are maturing well, ensure guards are 
removed at an appropriate stage of their growth.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:
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Date(s):

317
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Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55
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55

43

42
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32
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303

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 317

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

13/07/2022

 



removed at an appropriate stage of their growth.

There have been some magnificent developments in this category of the competition; to allow three of six acres of 
the park return to its natural state is quite an achievement matched only by the restoration of a 500 metre hedge by 
carefully managing its growth and relocating the new paths in such a way to allow the hedge area to return to its 
natural state. Scariff can now boast the largest natural community park hedge in County Clare! It will now be 
possible to monitor its biodiversity status as it grows and matures. the following link will bring you to an App that will 
help measure the results of your actions for pollinators; Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) - National 
Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie). It is good to note that the rewilding plan seeks to address hedge, 
rewilding of the meadow and riparian margins. Well done on creating a haven for Solitary Bees. The flora and fauna 
panel within the park is a great promotional tool which can be enjoyed and appreciated on the 1 KM park walk. Work 
was in progress at the entrance and playing pitch of the sportsground.

The only type of litter noted during adjudication was cigarette ends; the ‘Adopt a Patch’ initiative targeted at the 
business and residential estate community can be credited with this achievement. No doubt the litter free status of 
Scariff village is due to the trice weekly litter picks and participation in the National Spring Clean. Some side areas 
to premises and between buildings looked a bit uncared for. As noted above litter collected should be segregated for 
recycling. The overhead wire-scape is unfortunate also.

The Council Civic Amenity facility for household recycling located across from Mart was in great demand during 
adjudication. It is useful to be aware that the new mowing regime has reduced the carbon Footprint in Scariff by 
reducing fuel and volunteer time by half! The installation of bicycle stands is noteworthy too, has there been a 
similar calculation on energy / savings too? Other initiatives lend themselves to measurement also such as 
composting, water harvesting, sustainable planting, segregation of litter and much more, we’d love to hear of this 
also next year.

On-street town houses were admired in many instances for the quality of their paintwork and their colour. The 
Connought Road residential estate looks superb with tis beautifully managed green areas complemented by 
landscaping with flowers trees and shrubs; the raised beds and herb and garden plots are impressive also. Work 
accomplished at the Fossabeg Estate is favourably acknowledged too; the creation of a Herb Garden and / or a 
Fruit and Nut garden in its expansive green area would be appropriate. Hopefully when the derelict house at the end 
of a terrace is being redeveloped its original features will be retained.

The refurbishment of the bridge and its environs opens up the view of the riverbank and yields a very neat roadside 
finish. Road and footpath surfaces are quite good overall as is directional signage, the harbour area looks well also. 
Entrances to Scariff from approach roads are pleasant and nameplates create a nice welcome impression although 
one is partially obscured by a plant which might be repositioned. Grass verges of approach roads are being well 
managed. The entrance gate / height barrier to your lovely park could be enhanced. As noted above there is a lot of 
on-street car parking, consideration might be given to an appropriate alternative.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Scariff is a vibrant village with much to offer both its own community and the wider visiting community.
it was a pleasure to adjudicate this year.


