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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. Thank you for Ruan’s 
25 years participation in the SuperValu Tidy Towns Competition and of course for this year’s submission; the hand 
drawn map featured numbered projects as required however it would have been more helpful to the adjudicator if 
projects were appropriately designated N,M or FP to identify their status of completion. There appears to be a good 
youth involvement in Tidy Towns activities and their representation on the committee is encouraging for the future of 
Tidy Towns in Ruan. The committee of four with a volunteer base of 24 has excellent community support from a 
variety of interest groups and the involvement of the entire Parish in the National Spring Clean is impressive. Your 
range of communication methods is effective in spreading Tidy Towns news. The community ‘Wellness Garden’ is 
indeed something to feel good about! A little information panel at the Vault Memorial would be fitting together with 
the strategic installation of panels throughout the village highlighting the social history / heritage of Ruan.

43

The school and its grounds looked well during adjudication and the sunflowers were just beginning to show 
themselves inside the wall from the roadside edge. The church was nicely presented also and its adjoining 
graveyard looked neat. We look forward to the completion of all renovations to your 1833 Community Hall. You 
rightly identify your stone walls as part of Ruan’s built environment and it is noteworthy that these are being 
appropriately maintained and refurbished as the need arises; well done on the bi-lingual nameplate inserted into the 
refurbished wall. The availability of expert help to the group on the maintenance and care of Ruan’s historic 
graveyard and its features is excellent and we anticipate interesting developments in this respect. It is an impressive 
achievement that all graves, burial mounds and vaults have been documented by the Historic group and Tidy Towns 
committee. The refurbishment of field gates and old sheds on approach roads enhances visual amenity in 
approaching the village and increases connectivity. We note the Dalcassion premises within the village centre is 
under new management and that Purcell’s will be redeveloped as residential and we look forward to future 
outcomes.
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It is good to note the move towards sustainable planting within Ruan and that green areas are being managed for 
visual amenity and for pollinators in the choice of flowers and shrubs. Entrances to Ruan are graced by attractive 
landscaping and all involved are owed a debt of gratitude. The replacement of annual beds with sustainable beds 
has been successful and the involvement of CES workers for training purposes has been fruitful; funding by Clare 
County Council is gratefully acknowledged. Planting 100 Hawthorn on the Ennis Road is a fine achievement which 
will reap rewards in years to come; maintenance of hedgerow on the Dysart Road is noteworthy. Funding sourced 
for the self-watering hanging baskets in the church grounds is noted. Well done to the school children for their role 
in providing daffodils to the Cancer Society. The planting of fruit trees and Honeysuckle at the recycling centre is a 
fine idea as is the planting of Ivy and Honeysuckle at the GAA grounds. Overall, it is important to plant native 
species and to keep the needs of pollinators in mind. The Memorial Garden with its wild rose displays is a charming 
feature.
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will reap rewards in years to come; maintenance of hedgerow on the Dysart Road is noteworthy. Funding sourced 
for the self-watering hanging baskets in the church grounds is noted. Well done to the school children for their role 
in providing daffodils to the Cancer Society. The planting of fruit trees and Honeysuckle at the recycling centre is a 
fine idea as is the planting of Ivy and Honeysuckle at the GAA grounds. Overall, it is important to plant native 
species and to keep the needs of pollinators in mind. The Memorial Garden with its wild rose displays is a charming 
feature.

The new mowing regime is well informed and verges mowed to their outside edge with the inside area providing a 
wildlife corridor were admired. Cognisance has been taken of Ruan’s numerous pollinator friendly areas. The ‘An 
Riasc’ Bird Hide is an excellent facility for nature lovers; the young trees in the adjoining field are maturing well. Well 
done on taking the biodiversity training course and good luck with your biodiversity area at the playing fields. Your 
engagement with the schools on a range of nature topics will pay future dividends to the Ruan community in many 
ways. We applaud your monitoring of invasive species, no doubt you have taken professional advise on this. The 
involvement of school children in the installation of Bat-Boxes is favourably acknowledged. an App can be 
downloaded using the following link which will help you assess the success or otherwise of your wildflowers for 
biodiversity initiatives; the best of luck! Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) - National Biodiversity Data Centre 
(biodiversityireland.ie)

Ruan looked very clean and tidy on adjudication day and no litter or dumping was noted. We note the reduction of 
litter bins from six to three, this is a fine reduction in litter, well done. Involvement in the National Spring Clean is 
fruitful in many ways and the segregation of litter for recycling is applauded. Litter picking schedules in addition to 
graffiti removal and weeding by hand all point to a community that cares about their home place. It is great that the 
business community is involved also especially around their own premises. We look forward with the community to 
the day when the overhead service cables are ducted and unsightly poles removed, we note the report to the 
council regarding the large rusty metal service pole.

The recycling point looked very well during adjudication, the concrete plinth had not yet been installed, hopefully it 
will be installed for next year’s adjudication. Don’t forget to measure outcomes of energy savings when work has 
been completed on the Community Hall and report these back to us next year. The Community Workshop with its 
emphasis on home composting and waste minimisation is an exciting venture and we urge you to encourage 
residents to measure outcomes; this could be a step in the direction of Ruan’s journey towards becoming a 
Sustainable Community. Your range of recycling and upcycling activities are admirable in addition to travel and 
conservation initiatives; again you are urged to measure outcomes, figures don’t have to be exact, an informed 
‘guesstimate’ will suffice.

Well done to estate residents that take responsibility for their immediate environs and communal green areas. In 
some instances, roadside boundary walls are in need of refurbishment and a number of weather-stained dwellings 
have been noted. Both the Hazelgrove and Toormore estates are beautifully presented, planting could be extended 
to some of the walls in the latter estate. Engagement between Resident Committees and Tidy Towns Committees is 
fruitful and it is good to note that each estate has its own Annual Spring Clean in addition to participating in the 
village clean.

Entrances to Ruan are attractively presented featuring handsome name-stones, well managed verges and 
landscaping. Footpaths appear to meet the needs of the village and recent resurfacing has been noted. The input by 
Clare County Council in the sweeping of the village is a bonus for the community. Pedestrian safety is enhanced by 
the pedestrian crossing within the village centre. Signage is good; we look forward to the installation of social 
history / heritage panels at a future date.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Ruan is a beautiful village with a very well cared for appearance. A lot of work has been achieved this year.


