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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. The new “Wild About 
Miltown Malbay” logo with its attractive depiction of wildflowers is eye-catching as indeed is the art work installed at 
various locations around the town and all complemented by a high level of on-going maintenance throughout! This 
is an impressive amount of work for a committee of three with the support of just ten volunteers; has consideration 
been given to expanding your small Tidy Towns group? Support and funding from a variety of sources appear to be 
strong and it is good to note the professional advice availed of especially in relation to the management of invasive 
species. Well done on the use of many different types of communication methods and plans to engage further with 
the schools post-Covid. It is satisfying to note the group’s seven-year participation in the competition and that you 
find the adjudication reports helpful. Next year’s submission should identify projects accomplished as New, 
Maintenance or Future Projects (N,M,FP) in all categories both within the application and the map legend in addition 
to being colour-coded; reference should also be made to their related Global Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDG’s) as appropriate.
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The streetscape within the core of Miltown Malbay looks wonderful with beautifully painted residential and 
commercial properties and its successful mix of single, two and three storey premises. The new Community Centre 
blends in very well with its neighbours. The stone slab seating at the boundary wall of the church looks impressive 
and the church car-park was admired also.  Public buildings all enjoy a good presentation and the TLCETB 
premises too looks well. There appears to be very few vacant premises and the art-work / murals are favourably 
noted especially The Three Brave Blacksmiths together with information panels. Public footpath extensions / 
improvements and the creation of a circular walking route within the town together with new public lighting make it 
possible to better understand and enjoy Miltown Malbay by all. Container colourful flower displays enhance their 
environs. Hopefully the next significant project will be the ducting of overhead service cables and the replacement of 
old service poles both of which diminish the quality of the streetscape.
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The 1916 Memorial Garden marking the entrance to the SuperValu car-park looked wonderful; no doubt the empty 
planters on the road median will have been planted up post adjudication. The church, although visually impressive 
would benefit from a splash of colour with perhaps colourful floral displays (pollinator friendly of course!) The 110 
native trees planted between the church car-park and the LCETB field are a welcome project as these will make a 
significant impact to their surroundings as they mature in many different ways. It is good to note awareness of the 
need for pollinator friendly planting and the new All Ireland Pollinator Plan. Green areas looked well and their 
management for biodiversity is laudable.
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significant impact to their surroundings as they mature in many different ways. It is good to note awareness of the 
need for pollinator friendly planting and the new All Ireland Pollinator Plan. Green areas looked well and their 
management for biodiversity is laudable.

The on-going eradication of Japanese Knotweed at 12 sites around Miltown Malbay is an invaluable investment in 
the future biodiversity status of your lovely town; the elimination of the use of herbicides is yet a further significant 
step in this respect. The field of daisies located across from the National School was uplifting and grassed verges of 
approach roads look well with their new mowing regime. It is good to note the co-operation of local farmers is 
forthcoming and agreed upon for a three-year period. The creation of the Community Park is an excellent initiative 
that will reap great benefits in the future life of the community. To assess the success or otherwise of interventions 
for biodiversity download the App from the following link which is designed to facilitate measurement. It is also best 
not to use wildflower seeds as there is a danger that the wrong combination of species will result which could 
damage biodiversity. It is best practice to check what grows naturally and allow these to flourish.

Miltown Malbay’s participation in the National Spring Clean must be an important factor in its litter and dumping free 
status throughout the town on adjudication day. The commitment of Clare County Council to the maintenance of the 
church car-park is laudable. A number of undeveloped sites along Hill Lane look untidy and would benefit by 
appropriate screening as this lane is an import route from the main thoroughfare to SuperValu and its surroundings 
areas. Overhead service cables and their associated poles yield an untidy impression by the creation of visual 
clutter leading to the church.

The proposed Community Composting facility is an excellent idea which will complement your on-going water 
harvesting initiative and start Miltown Malbay on the road to sustainable planting. The planned lecture series on 
biodiversity and ‘Grow Your Own’ is exciting and will generate greater awareness of the need for sustainability. The 
native trees planted is a fitting ‘Climate Action’ initiative. the Green Flag status of the school is noteworthy and the 
pupils and teachers involved are to be applauded. General maintenance at the recycling points is quite good. Do try 
to offer a project each year under the headings of Water management, Energy savings and Travel in addition to 
recycling / upcycling to make significant progress in this category of the competition.

The small play area behind the SuperValu carpark is a charming development. town housed near the church were 
admired for the quality of their paintwork and colour scheme. The development located behind the church sits nicely 
into the landscape. A number of roadside boundary walls within the Ballard Road residential estate need 
improvement; sections of the communal green area could be designated for pollinators leaving more for play The 
residential development across from the National School had no identification and the field of daisies noted above is 
part of their communal green areas, some weather staining to properties on this development was noted together 
with weedy kerbs. The planned new estate will hopefully enjoy a similar high standard of maintenance as do existing 
estates. There are some very nice gardens to be seen on the Spanish Point Road.

Both the SuperValu carpark and the church carpark are presented to a very high standard being well surfaced and 
appropriately lined; carparking appears to be adequately catered for within the town. Road direction signs and 
others are clear and unambiguous and helpful in navigating Miltown Malbay. That all street name plates are replicas 
of their original and in Irish is a charming feature. Road and footpath surfaces generally look good with the 
exception of the important pedestrian route along Hills Lane which is badly surfaced and must be difficult to traverse 
with a pram, wheelchair or walking frame or indeed on crutches! New stretches of footpath ae favourably 
acknowledged together with pedestrian crossings at the church and school. Art installations along Hills Lane and 
Blackberry Lane is a welcome development, all involved are owed a debt of gratitude. Name stones on entrances 
from approach roads together with the Willie Clancy sculpture successfully identify Miltown Malbay as being the 
home of traditional music.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Miltown Malbay’s strength in the competition lies in the quality of its built environment which will be further enhanced 
when the overhead service cables are ducted and unsightly service poles replaced with better quality poles.


