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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. Thank you for your 
continued participation in the Tidy Towns Competition this being your second year of entry. This year’s submission 
included a very interesting PowerPoint presentation of the results of a survey of attitudes of the Lahinch community 
and a blank entry form! Was this an oversight? In the absence of information on what has been achieved by the 
Tidy Towns group since 2019, your last year of entry this year’s report can only be based on the walkabout by your 
adjudicator, the information in the PowerPoint submitted and the comments of the adjudication report of 2019. On 
first impression it seems to your adjudicator that the town may be competing in the wrong population category which 
could be to your disadvantage competitively speaking. The town seems bigger than a category B (population 250 – 
1000) has the population of Lahinch been checked in recent times. On a review of the PowerPoint it seems that 
many of the community needs and priorities are shared with many rural communities and have been supported and 
delivered within the framework of the Tidy Towns movement.
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The main thoroughfare within Lahinch is made up of a mix of building types from single storey to 3 storey and the 
majority of them are beautifully presented to their roadside facades and enhance the visual amenity of their 
streetscapes significantly. Signage on buildings is sympathetic in general and not garish. Overhead service cables 
are still in evidence some with cables radiating in several directions which is quite unsightly; one is located outside 
of the Danny Macs premises with another on a green landscaped area at the junction with the Liscannor Road. 
While it is appreciated that this is outside the control of the Tidy Towns group a conversation might be started with 
the local engineer with a view to establishing a future date for ducting. Information panels are helpful and nicely 
presented. We note from the survey that many respondents would like an improvement in the appearance of the 
village centre.
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Not many green spaces or landscaped areas were noted in Lahinch on adjudication day nor indeed were many 
flower displays and / or shrubberies or stands of trees noted. The difficulty of planting near the sea is appreciated 
with the problem of sourcing native pollinator friendly species with a high salt and wind tolerance and specialist 
advice probably needs to be sought in this respect. As suggested by your last adjudicator a good place to start is a 
discussion with the Environmental Awareness Officer of Clare County Council. We note that 30 planters were 
installed in 2019, what was your experience with these?
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

257

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

TOTAL MARK 550 257

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Mark

Awarded 2022

17/06/2022

 



Not many green spaces or landscaped areas were noted in Lahinch on adjudication day nor indeed were many 
flower displays and / or shrubberies or stands of trees noted. The difficulty of planting near the sea is appreciated 
with the problem of sourcing native pollinator friendly species with a high salt and wind tolerance and specialist 
advice probably needs to be sought in this respect. As suggested by your last adjudicator a good place to start is a 
discussion with the Environmental Awareness Officer of Clare County Council. We note that 30 planters were 
installed in 2019, what was your experience with these?

As noted above litter dumping and graffiti were not a problem on adjudication day and reference has already been 
made above to some unsightly bins on the Promenade and the visually disruptive wirescape elsewhere. The 
carpark of the Atlantic and Shamrock Hotels looks quite underdeveloped and if this is not to be addressed in the 
short-term future then screening / enclosure should be considered in the interest of visual amenity. A footpath gully 
featured cigarette ends. Reference was made in the 2019 report to consideration of an Annual Spring Clean which 
is a very popular undertaking in other centres not least because of the social aspect such as the resulting 
community interaction, cohesion and inclusion involved which came very on the list of responses from your survey 
of what people want for Lahinch.

The Recycling point was neatly presented with no dumping or bin overflow noted during adjudication. Ideally 
projects under the headings of Water management. Energy management, Travel and Reduce, Reuse and Recycle 
initiatives should be offered with a view to Lahinch eventually becoming a more sustainable community by reducing 
its carbon footprint. The survey showed that respondents would like additional cycle lanes to other towns which 
would be an appropriate project under Travel; another includes a minibus service.

Townhouse dwellings were all found to be nicely presented and residential estates looked well too. Attractive 
dwellings were noted on the Liscannor road and many gardens were admired. Grassed areas to roadside boundary 
walls of dwellings on the Ennistymon Road created a very pleasant ‘Garden’ impression. The children’s playground 
enjoys good maintenance. we note from the survey the priority placed on the funding of new play equipment and 
further development of facilities from the income generated by carparking charges.

At first encounter parking seems to be adequate for needs within Lahinch with a number of disabled parking spaces 
available too however, we note from the survey that the community feels that parking during the summer months is 
problematic and charges should only apply during this time. A separate beach entrance from the car park on the 
Lisscannor Road was also identified as a strong need together with more facilities for wheelchair and buggy access 
to the beach. Some street furniture was in need of improvement along the Promenade however, as noted above 
some litter bins and utility street furniture needs attention. The survey identified additional seating facing the sea as 
desirable. Stone roadside boundary walls together with the view of the golf course are lovely features on entering 
Lahinch from the Liscannor Road. A cycle lane on the Ennistymon Road was clearly marked. Public toilet facilities 
are excellent.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Lahinch was a pleasure to visit this year and thank you for your continued participation. it was difficult to adjudicate 
on progress made since last year due to the absence of information with your entry however, your adjudicator 
worked with what was available and hopes that the report and marks allocated are satisfactory.


