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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. Thank you for the 
warm welcome extended to your returning adjudicator and for Labasheeda’s submission to the 2022 SuperValu 
National Tidy Towns Competition. We note and appreciate the streamlined entry; for next year please designate 
projects as required as M,N or FP on the map or in its legend according to whether they are maintenance, new of 
future projects. The completion of phase 1 of Mountshannon Park is a fine achievement and thank you for the 
design layout with its Wild Meadow area, educational area and Memorial area, it is indeed a project to be proud of. 
The committee of 8 have good support from 25 volunteers, 11 different groups and funding from 4 sources. Liaison 
with the school has been formalized with the organisation of a Junior Tidy Towns committee with their own 
programme of works, another fine achievement, well done. Communication with the community are varied and 
effective.
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The scenic view of the Shannon Estuary on approaching Labasheeda from the Kilrush Road raises expectations 
favourably of what lies ahead and the visitor is not disappointed on arrival in the village. The Community Centre and 
Church both look well together with their grounds. Heritage buildings with their interpretive panels are excellent both 
in appearance and in their content. Casey’s Public house is beautifully painted and the Charm Bee Craft Café and 
Pottery is both inviting and charming. The seasonal enhancement of streetscapes is appealing and work 
accomplished at Mountshannon Park community space is excellent. Cognisance has been taken of footpath 
refurbishment also and retro fitting of public lighting. Congratulations on grant funding for improvements at 
Labasheeda Quay; the installation of the memorial plaque and landscaping is laudable.
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Native trees planted at Labasheeda’s quayside is commendable and the propagation of in excess of 6000 flowers 
for containers throughout the village is impressive by any standard. Well done also perennial planting for year-round 
and seasonal interest. The ICA Garden is a roadside ‘work of art’ demanding to be viewed. Wildflower meadows / 
gardens complement the more formal landscaping; the following link can be used to download an App that will 
facilitate measuring the difference your actions for pollinators have made. Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) - 
National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie). A mowing regime to encourage wildflowers takes some 
time but the results can be better for biodiversity than sowing wild flower seeds. Cognisance is taken of planting in 
Mountshannon Park and the school grounds.

39

61

22

34

39

Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

342

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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80

80

55

55

90

55

55

48

48

45

37

21

60

33

37

329

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 342

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

12/07/2022

 



The roadside Biodiversity Garden / ICA Garden does much to promote and raise awareness of the importance of 
biodiversity in our lives. The school children are to be complimented on their research into bees and other 
pollinators for National Bee Day in addition to growing vegetables and flowers. The Curlew recording initiative 
excites interest and we would love to know of results in next year’s submission. The wildlife information panels are 
invaluable and it is good to note how well these are maintained. Congratulations on Labasheeda Le Chéile’s 
acceptance into The Heritage Keepers Programme and their chosen project of a Bird Population and Wildlife 
Survey; once more we request an update in next year’s submission and praise the inclusion of school children in 
this initiative.

Litter management within Labasheeda is excellent and neither dumping or graffiti were evident on the day but 
weedy kerbs were noted. Regular litter picks, participation in the National Spring Clean and regular beach cleans 
are no doubt responsible for your litter free status. Your adjudicator admires the inventiveness of the use of little 
sand filled pots at the roadside boundary wall of the church for cigarette ends. Also admired was the treatment to 
the vacant premises at the top of the road on the way to St Kieran’s Well. Overhead service cables diminish visual 
amenity especially when their service poles look poor too.

Labasheeda’s Reduce, Reuse and Recycle activities are numerous, creative and inventive; the recycling bins are 
favourably noted. The Tidy Towns group appears to be well on the way to sustainable planting and the community 
benefits with the surplus. Composting and water harvesting are in-situ and we note trials using seaweed as fertilizer. 
A Green Flag was not noted at the national school which is unusual given the green activities within the school. The 
Link Bus Service is invaluable for green travel and it is satisfying that the community feels the benefit of it; the 
bicycle repair station and bicycle racks are a welcome travel feature. Other than the retrofit of LED lighting for some 
public lighting there are no energy saving projects offered, this might be considered for next year.

Single storey dwellings along the main thoroughfare of Labasheeda were admired for the vibrancy of their colour 
scheme and their overall standard of presentation which enhances the streetscape; other residential premises on 
Main Street look lovely too; the success of the Town / Village paint scheme is evident, appreciation is extended to 
Clare County Council for this initiative.The Silk Holiday Accommodation Retreat premises and its grounds make a 
very good first impression at this entrance / exit of Labasheeda. Identity stones marking the entrance to the 
Mountshannon Estate look well.

Road resurfacing at the request of the Labasheeda Tidy Towns group enhances appearance and safety; stretches 
of footpath and kerbing throughout the village vary in state of repair. Some road signs need to be realigned and 
vegetation in one instance needs to be cut back to reveal the sign fully. The highlighting of a stone wall by removal 
of its ivy is noted. Solar powered driver feed-back speed signs are an  excellent safety feature. Apart from the 
service poles noted above street furniture looks well and the re-use of the old pews as public seating is creative, 
eye-catching and a worthy subject for a photograph. The installation of the cycle station and route map has been 
noted above; no doubt the flood relief measures will be effective.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Your adjudicator enjoyed her visit to Labasheeda as it had been too many years between adjudications and the 
village has much to interest the travelling public in any circumstances. It has been a pleasure to note the changes 
over the years and all the village has to offer now. Thank you.


