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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. Thank you for 
thirty-seven years consecutive participation in the SuperValu National Tidy Towns Competition, your track record is 
impressive with twelve gold medals and being Ireland’s Tidiest Small Town in 2014! With up to 102 volunteers 
available for the Tidy Towns effort there can be no doubting the strength of community spirit in Kilrush. The 
committee of fifteen are well organised with an offering of up to fifty projects for this year’s competition and the 
support of at least twenty-nine stakeholders ranging from the business community to Clare County Council and 
other agencies in addition to the sporting community. The use of Facebook, the Kilrush website and Instagram page 
has been instrumental in your success and it augers well for your future success that there is a Junior Tidy Towns 
Committee. Your Heritage / Town Trail is a fine development that assists an understanding of Kilrush and the 
‘Mother & Baby Memorial’ is a poignant touch. Thank you for this year’s structured submission which includes your 
town plan also; for next year do try to have the appropriate designations for projects in the map legend as well as in 
the body of the application. The success of the new mowing regime on the Killimer road is great news and it is good 
to note that a submission on this has been made to Clare County Council, well done!
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Congratulations on being selected for the Streetscape Enhancement Program, most buildings along the main 
thoroughfare are beautifully presented to their roadside façade to the extent that the wirescape is not that visually 
intrusive running as it does parallel to buildings; hopefully the remaining timber service poles will be replaced by 
contemporary lamp standards soon. The Maid of Erin monument appeared still to be a work in progress during first 
adjudication as surrounding barriers were still in place however it looked extremely well. Public buildings which look 
really well include the Primary Care Centre the Community College, the Community Centre, Saint Senan’s School, 
Churches, including Saint Senan’s Catholic Church, the Fire Brigade Station and the Library. The continuation of the 
‘Access for All’ initiative following the Universal Access Walkability Audit is laudable as is the new Third Age 
Friendly Seating initiative. The mural celebrating a local hero together with wall and pillar safety improvements is 
favourably noted; a gated entrance to a site on the Main Street could be improved.
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Flower displays throughout the town were colourful and had a strong visual impact; we note your intention to reduce 
reliance on begonias as they are not pollinator friendly and urge you to continue this as there were quite a few in 
planting schemes. Container planting throughout the town centre is impressive. Long grass around seating 
discourages use especially when the grass is wet; this was quite prevalent around seating throughout Kilrush. 
Similarly, it was difficult to pick out the fruit trees in the Urban Orchard on the Cappagh road due to the surrounding 
growth, perhaps a clearing could be maintained around trees to ensure they get all the water and nutrients 
necessary to thrive?  Might some colour be added to the grounds of Saint Senan’s Catholic Church to provide 
contrast to the grey facade of the building, note the visual impact of the colourful flower display at the Grotto across 
from the church. It is good to note planting for pollinators at Shannon Heights. The new picnic benches at Cappagh 
provide further recreational amenity opportunities here. Congratulations on the Green Flag Award for the Vandeleur 
Walled Gardens.

38

58

28

36

37

Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

357

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

54

51

50

36

26

57

35

36

345

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 357

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

27/06/2022

03/08/2022



Similarly, it was difficult to pick out the fruit trees in the Urban Orchard on the Cappagh road due to the surrounding 
growth, perhaps a clearing could be maintained around trees to ensure they get all the water and nutrients 
necessary to thrive?  Might some colour be added to the grounds of Saint Senan’s Catholic Church to provide 
contrast to the grey facade of the building, note the visual impact of the colourful flower display at the Grotto across 
from the church. It is good to note planting for pollinators at Shannon Heights. The new picnic benches at Cappagh 
provide further recreational amenity opportunities here. Congratulations on the Green Flag Award for the Vandeleur 
Walled Gardens.

Congratulations once again on the success of the trial mowing regime on the Killimer road, your submission to the 
council will impact favourably on other centres. Grassed verges can be maintained neatly trimmed on outer verges 
while featuring a wildlife / pollinator corridor to the inside. How exciting to discover native bats in the roof of the old 
Courthouse and a pub and how wise to allow them to fledge before commencing work! The continuation of the Swift 
survey / monitoring is laudable as is the setting aside a section of the Community Garden for ‘Wilding’; the native 
Irish Honeybee hives here is noteworthy. Keep us updated on the results of the on-going tree survey and actions 
regarding Ash Die-Back. The identification of the Hen Harrier nesting zone is invaluable to biodiversity on Scattery 
Island and restrictions in place here are well informed. The River of Life school workshops is an excellent way of 
raising awareness amongst the next generation of the impact of the physical environment on the biodiversity of the 
Wood River. The roadside to the sports grounds looks very well with its beautiful stone wall.

Regular litter patrols, street surveys and litter management workshops are paying dividends, Kilrush was ‘almost’ 
litter free during adjudication; some Take-Away litter (containers, cans and bottles) was noted on the small path to 
the inside of the green area approaching the Marina and at the junction with the Cappagh Road. It wasn’t a serious 
problem but worth monitoring to stop it at source. Brown weeds along curbs and footpaths at a number of locations, 
one being Soldiers Hill, look unsightly. Congratulations on your Blue Flag Award and your participation in the Clean 
Coasts initiative. It is good to note on-going awareness and activities in relation to vacant premises / dwellings.

Activities for this category of the competition are successfully spread to achieve sustainability in most areas of 
community living, a fine achievement! Water harvesting, energy conservation, sustainable landscaping and Grow 
Your Own, composting and more all receive attention ranging from raising awareness by hosting Open Days with 
talks in the Community Garden to the installation of the water refill stations and bike servicing and small repairs; well 
done to the school children for their participation. The native Irish Apple Orchard is a bonus. We welcome the 
monitoring of sewage from the public sewer network by the committee’s liaison with both Irish Water and Clare 
County Council and the ensuing improvements to the treatment plant and pumping station

The garden of the house on the corner with Cappagh Road is interesting and its magnificent (Snow Goose?) tree is 
impressive. Dwellings located across from the Community School were admired for the quality of their painted 
facades and roadside boundary walls. A significant number of boundary walls in need of attention were noted along 
Pella Road and neighbouring streets.  A housing estate on the Killimer Road with expansive areas of green space 
might benefit from the creation of 
Community ‘Grow It Yourself’ or similar initiatives. Well done to residents of the John Paul Estate for the new 
Pollinator Planting project. The St Patricks Day ‘Best Decorated House’ competition sounds like fun; the Best 
Garden Competition is an excellent initiative also.

Congratulations on the installation of the digital speed feedback lights for drivers and the school flashing lights both 
of which will make Kilrush a safer place for all. Projects on approach roads to promote biodiversity are favourably 
acknowledged especially the creation of the large bed with coastal pollinator friendly plants. New name stones are 
an attractive and welcoming feature on entrances. Street furniture is being well managed especially road direction 
signage which makes it easy to navigate the town. There is quite a lot of on-street parking which diminishes visual 
amenity to an extent, has consideration been given to reducing it?

It was a pleasure to be back in Kilrush doing second round judging and appreciating the improved changes that 
have taken place, to enhance the overall appearance of the town.  This work would not happen without the 
volunteers on the ground.  Kilrush has a superb committee with many volunteers from different parts of the town, 
helping to maintain these areas and other projects throughout the town.  The businesses and agencies and 
community work closely together.  It is also positive to note the inclusion of the schools and a junior Tidy Towns 
group, will ensure that Tidy Towns in Kilrush lives on into the future.  The streetscape impressed with many 
buildings enhanced.  Kilrush Marina and surroundings looked fresh and clean and impressed by the variety of boats 
glistening in the bright sunshine.   The water sports were being enjoyed by a large number of the community on day 
of adjudication.   Under the street enhancement scheme, you are commended on refurbishments made to a number 
of premises.  These refurbishments have brought great vibrancy to the town. Footpaths have been improved with 
better accessibility for the community.  New seating was installed at various sites to help those wishing to take a rest 
or simply sit and enjoy the surroundings.  Streets are maintained by volunteers with the aid of a new electric 
sweeper, which has helped in reducing weeds, thus reducing the use of herbicides.   Landscaping throughout the 
town is bright and colourful from hanging baskets, planters and good ground planting.  The community garden is an 
excellent location to learn more about plants and vegetables.  Training courses are provided for this purpose.   
Vandeleur gardens and surroundings is a must to see and attracts many visitors to the area.  It meets all the 
requirements on the management and enhancement of biodiversity, receiving a prestigious green flag award for 
their efforts.   Grass cutting on approach roads is based on recommendations of The All Ireland Pollinator Plan.  
This encourages reduced mowing with more grass left for wildlife. Pollinator friendly plants are used in landscaping.  
Native hedging and trees which includes fruit trees is encouraged.  Do ensure grass is cut around seating areas.  
During wet weather long grass will prevent seating areas being used.  There are numerous areas where wildlife and 
their habitats can be enjoyed.  Hosting talks and walks to show an appreciation of nature and biodiversity is 
encouraged.  The town are doing a number of projects to reduce waste generation with better management of their 
resources.  Kilrush volunteers continue to work hard to keep the streets and coastal area free of litter. This is a 
community effort and should not be left to the Tidy Towns group to maintain.  Illegal dumping is also a problem 
which is very unfair on the hard working volunteers trying to keep the locality clean. Congratulations on the blue flag 
award for coastal clean initiative.   The residents maintain their homes to a high standard.  The St Patricks Day best 
decorated house and the house and garden competitions encourages and rewards the residents at the same time.  
The approach roads to the town gives a very good first impression to those visiting with superb entrance signs and 
landscaping.  Do ensure all foliage is cut back from all signs.  Kilrush continues to impress with the many projects 
developed to enhance the town and surroundings.  Keep up the good work and you are wished well in the future.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Second Round Adjudication:

Concluding Remarks:

Kilrush is a most handsome town with an excellent presentation of the built environment and well-informed 
management of the natural environment



buildings enhanced.  Kilrush Marina and surroundings looked fresh and clean and impressed by the variety of boats 
glistening in the bright sunshine.   The water sports were being enjoyed by a large number of the community on day 
of adjudication.   Under the street enhancement scheme, you are commended on refurbishments made to a number 
of premises.  These refurbishments have brought great vibrancy to the town. Footpaths have been improved with 
better accessibility for the community.  New seating was installed at various sites to help those wishing to take a rest 
or simply sit and enjoy the surroundings.  Streets are maintained by volunteers with the aid of a new electric 
sweeper, which has helped in reducing weeds, thus reducing the use of herbicides.   Landscaping throughout the 
town is bright and colourful from hanging baskets, planters and good ground planting.  The community garden is an 
excellent location to learn more about plants and vegetables.  Training courses are provided for this purpose.   
Vandeleur gardens and surroundings is a must to see and attracts many visitors to the area.  It meets all the 
requirements on the management and enhancement of biodiversity, receiving a prestigious green flag award for 
their efforts.   Grass cutting on approach roads is based on recommendations of The All Ireland Pollinator Plan.  
This encourages reduced mowing with more grass left for wildlife. Pollinator friendly plants are used in landscaping.  
Native hedging and trees which includes fruit trees is encouraged.  Do ensure grass is cut around seating areas.  
During wet weather long grass will prevent seating areas being used.  There are numerous areas where wildlife and 
their habitats can be enjoyed.  Hosting talks and walks to show an appreciation of nature and biodiversity is 
encouraged.  The town are doing a number of projects to reduce waste generation with better management of their 
resources.  Kilrush volunteers continue to work hard to keep the streets and coastal area free of litter. This is a 
community effort and should not be left to the Tidy Towns group to maintain.  Illegal dumping is also a problem 
which is very unfair on the hard working volunteers trying to keep the locality clean. Congratulations on the blue flag 
award for coastal clean initiative.   The residents maintain their homes to a high standard.  The St Patricks Day best 
decorated house and the house and garden competitions encourages and rewards the residents at the same time.  
The approach roads to the town gives a very good first impression to those visiting with superb entrance signs and 
landscaping.  Do ensure all foliage is cut back from all signs.  Kilrush continues to impress with the many projects 
developed to enhance the town and surroundings.  Keep up the good work and you are wished well in the future.


