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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. It was a pleasure to 
visit Kilmurray McMahon for adjudication and to see the wonderful Community Garden development serving your 
small community; it was your adjudicator’s first time in your village. Thank you for this year’s submission in this your 
third year of participation in the SuperValu National Tidy Towns Competition. The photographs show how beautiful 
the village looks on a winter’s night when illuminated. The map is simple but effective but should have included 
projects colour coded and designated N, M, FP according to their status as either new, maintenance or a future 
project. It is unusual to note that the Tidy Towns group only has the support of Clare County Council and no other 
body or agency or indeed sponsorship perhaps that should be explored. Your use of digital and traditional media is 
favourably noted and engagement with the schools in relation to their use of the Community Garden for nature 
studies is wonderful.
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The creation of your Community Garden has provided a new public space of which you can be proud; well done. 
The sweep of the road against the backdrop of fields separated by natural hedgerow is a fitting setting for your 
Community Garden Kilmurray McMahon’s built environment, although tiny is beautifully maintained with Morrisseys 
shop and adjoining Post Office premises maintained to a very high standard of presentation together with the 
Church and Parochial House. An unidentified premises located across the road from the shop which features tree 
trunks to delineate its roadside boundary looks well too however its surrounds look unfinished.
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Green areas within Kilmurray McMahon are being maintained neatly trimmed for visual amenity; some have been 
left to grow as a wildlife corridor which achieves a good balance. The decision to plant hedgerow to the roadside of 
the garden instead of creating a fence was well informed as it supports biodiversity. The native hedgerow with trees 
is excellent also. Seating and picnic areas are a welcome feature; try to include wheelchair friendly furniture in future 
additions to the park to make it more universally accessible. It seemed that work was still in progress during 
adjudication as building materials were in place at the roadside entrance. The range and species of native trees 
planted is excellent. Landscaping to the church grounds is good and the graveyard enjoys good maintenance also; 
its roadside boundary walls were admired.
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The small birch woodland area is excellent and that the trees are underplanted with bluebells makes it even more 
special. Planting for all seasons makes the garden so interesting and inviting; the snowdrop will be a beautiful 
reminder that spring is around the corner. The change of position of the wildflower bed in favour of the grasshopper 
habitat is impressive as are steps taken to protect it. The range of birds spotted deserve to be recorded and an 
interpretive panel provided; do update us next year on the success of the dovecote. The fruit and vegetable section 
impresses also. To assess the success of your wildflower activities an App can be downloaded using the following 
link Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) - National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie) we wish you 
every success for the future and look forward to returning to witness the success of your lovely garden with its 
wonderful fragrances.
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Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:
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The small birch woodland area is excellent and that the trees are underplanted with bluebells makes it even more 
special. Planting for all seasons makes the garden so interesting and inviting; the snowdrop will be a beautiful 
reminder that spring is around the corner. The change of position of the wildflower bed in favour of the grasshopper 
habitat is impressive as are steps taken to protect it. The range of birds spotted deserve to be recorded and an 
interpretive panel provided; do update us next year on the success of the dovecote. The fruit and vegetable section 
impresses also. To assess the success of your wildflower activities an App can be downloaded using the following 
link Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) - National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie) we wish you 
every success for the future and look forward to returning to witness the success of your lovely garden with its 
wonderful fragrances.

No litter or dumping was noted in Kilmurray McMahon during adjudication which reflects on the success of your 
regular litter pick by volunteers; a big ‘Thank You is extended to them. A few untidy side areas were noted and as 
noted above building materials were still in place, no doubt these will be removed at the cessation of works. Your 
plan to install signage and provide recycling bins within the park is laudable. Overhead service cables look untidy, 
try to get a date for their eventual ducting and the replacement of the unsightly service poles.

It is not surprising that your Community Garden will take about 2.5 years to complete given the nature of the work 
and the care and professionalism involved. We note that all materials from stone to manure is locally sourced, that 
seeds were harvested last year, that garden furniture has used recycled timber and that some timber was sourced 
from a local forest and last but not least that the children’s play area is a living willow structure. There is no mention 
in your entry of composting or water harvesting but a tank was spotted on the green presumably for harvested water 
and a compost site some distance away. For next year’s entry ty to offer an energy and a travel project to enhance 
your performance further. The recycling bin at the shop was noted.

All residential properties within Kilmurray McMahon are nicely presented including those within the environs of the 
church. Residents might be asked to ‘trial’ energy initiatives within their homes and report back on savings made; 
consult the SEAI website for ideas and of course the Tidy Towns Handbook which is an excellent resource for ideas 
and inspiration.

Approach roads and entrances to Kilmurray McMahon look quite well however all should feature nameplates, one 
appeared to be missing or perhaps this was an oversight by your adjudicator! only a small stretch of footpath was 
noted at the shop and Post Office; is a footpath necessary between the community park and the Church and 
graveyard? It would certainly give greater ‘connectivity’ and ‘sense of place’. Other than the unsightly service poles 
no street furniture was noted. As last year’s adjudicator suggested, you should decide how you wish road edges to 
look between the name-plates and the village centre and work from there.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

The Tidy Towns group has done a great service to their community for their role in bringing the wonderful 
Community Park to the local and wider community.


