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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. Thank you for 
Kilmihil’s entry to this year’s SuperValu National Tidy Towns Competition with map, 3-year Tidy Towns Plan, 
Biodiversity Plan and photographs. For next year ensure that projects identified on the map are designated M, N, or 
FP as appropriate either at their map location or within the legend. We wish you success in implementing your plan. 
The completion of Kilmihil’s Peoples Park is rightly something to be proud of, it is an impressive community amenity. 
We note the strong community support for the Tidy Towns committee of 8 from a variety of sources and 
engagement with school children through the Green Schools Programme. The Memorial Plaque installed earlier this 
year is a poignant and very welcome feature to celebrate your heritage. Kilmihil has indeed a surprising variety of 
facilities to offer for a village of its size.
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Kilmihil’s Library premises and its curtilage area is very beautifully presented. The Church, Garda Station, 
Community College, HSE premises and the Ceard Scoil all looked well too however, the roadside boundary wall of 
the college needs refurbishment; the painting of the GAA wall is noted; the Fiddle Head public house was admired 
also. New projects worked on for this year include improvements at the Pre-school, the Graveyard and of course the 
Memorial site. It is good to note action taken by approaching Clare County Council regarding derelict premises, this 
is an important first step. On-going maintenance to street furniture is favourably acknowledged especially public 
seating. Overhead service cables diminish the visual amenity of the streetscape especially where these feature 
several cables radiating from a single pole; the local engineer should be approached regarding a possible date for 
ducting starting with the most unsightly poles first. An information panel on available amenities within the village and 
its hinterland would be helpful for visitors.
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Landscaping at the Church grounds looked particularly colourful and the grounds of the National School together 
with those of the GAA were admired also together with the Fair Green. Pollinator friendly container planting featured 
throughout the village is excellent and complements perennial beds. Young trees are maturing well and it is good to 
note the nursery area within the polytunnel for saplings. Grass maintenance and watering by the CES workers and 
Tidy Towns volunteers during the summer months is acknowledged. If seasonal planting such as Spring daffodils 
and Winter / Spring snow drops is featured this should be included in your entry also. There are a number of untidy 
sites within the village which would benefit their environs with enclosure by planting; although privately owned 
perhaps an approach could be made to property owners.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

313

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

42

42

46

28

20

56

33

33

300

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 313

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

10/07/2022

 



Thank you for your enclosure of “Kilmihil Peoples Park Biodiversity Plan 2021” which identifies habitats and species 
and actions necessary for their protection including the management of invasive species; this document is 
invaluable for the future of biodiversity in Kilmihil. Future plans to extend allotments to accommodate vegetable 
growing are welcome. The mowing regime at the Fair Green is noteworthy; to assess your actions for pollinators a 
helpful App can be downloaded with the following link. Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) - National 
Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie) The Klmihil community will benefit immensely from the expertise 
gained by participants at the biodiversity course. Signposting and an information panel for Knockalough Lake should 
be installed within the village centre; the Sli na slainte board near the Community College is helpful.

Litter control was good in Kilmihil during adjudication and neither dumping nor graffiti was noted either. How 
wonderful that there was a smaller amount of litter to be collected this year in the Annual Spring Clean and that the 
problem of dog fouling has improved due to your actions highlighting the problem on Facebook. Kilmihil’s regular 
litter picking schedule is raising awareness and unacceptance of litter, well done! The main problems under this 
heading are vacant / derelict properties, untidy sites and overhead service cables all of which are outside of the 
direct control of the Tidy Towns group however, we note the approach made to Clare County Council regarding the 
derelict premises and suggest a similar approach to property owners regarding enclosure to their sites. The 
wirescape problem has been noted above.

Kilmihil’s unique Christmas Tree most certainly was a true community endeavour with a huge ‘Fun’ element and it is 
undeniably sustainable. The Primary School children are to be congratulated and thanked for their creativity and 
patience. The ‘Wellness Garden’ created by 5 th and 6 th class is an excellent initiative also and that it will be used 
as an outdoor classroom is a real bonus. Congratulations also on the achievement of their 8 th Green Flag and to 
the students of St Michaels Secondary School for their 3 rd green Flag which is no small achievement. Water 
harvesting, composting and seed harvesting places Kilmihil firmly on the road to sustainable planting. An energy 
project might now be considered; appreciation is extended to Kilmihil Ladies Football Association on their Used 
Clothing Collection. The recycling point at the garage was being well maintained during adjudication.

The Meadows residential development features beautifully managed green spaces and a handsome stonewall 
entrance. A recently painted house located across the road from the Post Office premises looked superb; might a 
co-ordinated colour scheme be considered for dwellings within the village centre along the main thoroughfare? The 
entrance to Croi an Baile looks really well and expansive green areas here could feature an urban orchard or 
similar, weedy kerbs were noted here. A very weedy roadside boundary wall at the Gort na gCapall development 
looked poor and some boundary wall in St Nicholas Place were in need of attention. The overall standard of 
presentation under this heading is very good.

Nameplates and digital driver feedback speed signs marking entrances to Kilmihil are a welcome feature together 
with the pedestrian crossing. Roadside verges look well too in their natural state however, one verge at a nameplate 
was eroded by tyre marks which is a little unfortunate. Road and footpath surfaces throughout are good and some 
new stretches of footpath are favourably noted. the new bus services are a wonderful addition to the quality of life in 
Kilmihil.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

The overall impression of Kilmihil is that there are many fine amenities in place and exciting future developments in 
the pipeline and the community is very supportive of the Tidy Towns group; however, there are still some 
problematic areas to be dealt with particularly in relation to areas owned privately which requires a lot of good will 
and co-operation.


