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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór..Kilfenora is welcome 
back to the SuperValu Tidy Towns Competition for your second year of participation, it is great to have you on 
board! Developments at St Fachnan’s Well which is an important part of your heritage facilitate a more enjoyable 
understanding of Kilfenora and its heritage. The range of bodies and interest groups with which the Tidy Towns 
group engages is effective not alone for success in the competition but also for community development and 
cohesion. Engagement with the schools and Clare County Council’s Environmental Awareness Officer on the Green 
School initiative is an invaluable investment in Kilfenora’s future at many levels. Thank you for this year’s 
submission with excellent photographs; the map should also have featured project designations N, M &amp; FP in 
the legend in addition to within the body of the application. Reference to SDG’s where appropriate might also have 
been included under the various categories. The new members to the Tidy Towns group are most welcome.
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Most if not all commercial premises are nicely presented as is the national school with its display of flags and flower 
displays; we look forward to seeing the Green Schools Flag flying next year. The Burren Centre premises looks 
superb and its picnic tables and flower displays to the road side of the car park are an excellent facility. Some 
sections of the church building looked a bit weather stained. The Square now features greater definition with its road 
linings and work accomplished for natural stone walls which are an attractive element of Kilfenora’s built 
environment is laudable. new street furniture that accommodates planting fit into the streetscape very well and 
directional signage is appreciated. Well done on weeding without the use of herbicides; weed free kerbs and walls 
enhance visual amenity.

32

Lovely green spaces marking the entrance to Kilfenora from both the Corrofin and the Ennistymon roads are nicely 
landscaped and managed and send out a lovely ‘welcome’ message. The natural stone enclosures and planting to 
the name signs work well and the careful choice of plants that will not detract from the signs themselves is well 
informed. Thank you for the information supplied on the diverse range of plants chosen for year-round effect and the 
awareness it demonstrates on plants that are not beneficial to pollinators. It is good to note the mowing regime 
followed by the RSS workers to support biodiversity. No doubt the native Irish saplings planted are thriving and the 
planting programme continues.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

237

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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80

80
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20

12

50

23

22

222

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 237

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Mark

Awarded 2022

18/06/2022

 



Kilfenora’s Biodiversity Trail with excellent signage and mapped habitats at St Facnan’s Well is quite magnificent 
and you rightly demonstrate that no matter how small a garden space one has there is always room for diverse 
habitats. Your hosting of Biodiversity Talks will play a significant role in motivating everyone to get involved in their 
own areas / gardens as will the’ Biodiversity In Your Garden Workbook’ gifted to the community courtesy of Clare 
County Council. The native Irish trees recently planted are invaluable for pollinators also. Wild flower displays and 
wild grasses on roadside verges of approach roads provide an invaluable wildlife corridor. To facilitate an 
assessment the success or otherwise of your biodiversity actions download the App from the following link; 
Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) - National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie).

Kilfenora appeared litter free during adjudication and dumping was not noted either your frequent litter picks are 
having the desired outcomes, well done. The support from the Burren Centre management regarding bin sharing 
also makes a significant impact. The attractiveness of the area around the recycling point could be improved 
however, as noted above it was reasonably tidy. Overhead service poles and their associated service poles create 
visual clutter and the latter don’t at all look well; it is appreciated that this is an area outside the control of the Tidy 
Towns group but worth drawing attention to it for future enhancement plans.

We note the priority in this category of the competition for this year is Waste Reduction in Kilfenora and that a range 
of communication channels are employed; no doubt waste prevention at source is promoted also. Composting and 
Travel initiatives are also identified as projects under this heading and the hosting of talks on composting is 
excellent. Collaboration with the Geopark on a Walking Trail with a focus on nearby places that don’t require car 
travel is an excellent initiative, do keep us updated. Water harvesting / conservation should be promoted also 
together with energy savings in the home. Where feasible measure outcomes of savings made for feedback and 
motivation. The recycling point was reasonably well presented and upcycling of old benches favourably noted.

Most of Kilfenora’s dwellings are being nicely maintained including town houses and those on approach roads; 
residential units on entering from the Ennistymon Road look really well with their nicely maintained green areas. The 
residential estate located across from the Cathedral was admired also. The large residential property marking the 
entrance to the village from the Corrofin Road appears to be vacant and while attempts have been made to ‘mask’ 
its status hopefully It will be refurbished in the short term. Residents might be encouraged to Trial an’ energy in the 
home’ project, perhaps a talk on this topic can be hosted too.

Entrances to Kilfenora create an excellent first impression of the village and its community for the travelling public 
and the natural stone base for signs together with appropriate planting has been favourably noted above however at 
the time of adjudication one of the signs was missing leaving an empty frame which more than likely was reinstalled 
shortly afterwards. Natural stone walls are an attractive feature of the village and their maintenance is admirable. 
Car parking appears to be ample with availability on-street and at the Burren Centre. Commercial premises / garage 
on the entrance from the Lisdoonvarna Road could be improved for visual amenity. The new name signs which 
have been designed in partnership with the Kilfenora Development Group, Locals and the GEOPARK UNESCO 
TEAM alongside Clare County Council are an excellent feature reflecting Kilfenora’s heritage and musical tradition / 
genre.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Kilfenora is an attractive town with a handsome built environment, a wonderful heritage, and an appreciation of 
nature all of which makes a visit to the village a very uplifting experience.


