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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr
gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór... Thank you for your fine submission this year that included a map on which 
projects were identified and their status designated (M, N, FP) appropriately in addition to being colour coded and 
linked to the Entry Form, this was most helpful in adjudication. That Tidy Towns committee members are voted on to 
the committee by the Parishioners is most interesting and a ‘first’ in the experience of your adjudicator; the strategy 
employed to attract younger people onto the committee is laudable. It is satisfying to note that the 14 years 
participation in the competition has been worthwhile in terms of the visual and recreational amenity enhancement of 
Feakle, we have enjoyed our visits to your lovely village over the years, thank you! We wish the committee success 
in the implementation of the Five Year Plan for Feakle.
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The gentle rise in street level on the main thoroughfare within Feakle affords scenic views of the surrounding 
countryside which are most pleasing to the eye. The streetscape is pleasant with buildings presented in mostly 
neutral colours, might there be an opportunity here for a co-ordinated colour scheme? Street furniture is generally 
well presented. The church and school including their respective grounds were attractively presented, the 
community hall would benefit from some work to its roadside façade. Peppers Bar looked great with its brightly 
painted façade and outdoor seating area. The landscaped area across the road was uplifting to the eye however 
there is too great a reliance on begonias which do not benefit pollinators. Work accomplished for the low stone wall 
on the Fair Green is favourably acknowledged. Congratulations in establishing a ‘Toddlers Play Area’ within the 
existing playground with all the work that it involved, this really is a fine achievement! The village must have looked 
impressive at Christmas with its Christmas tree, well done on the LED lighting.
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A lot of work has been invested in the maintenance of Feakle’s green areas which enhance visual amenity on 
entrances and throughout the village. Attractive seated amenity areas including the handsome marble picnic table 
and seating together with other street furniture are nicely presented too. The Johnny Patterson Memorial is another 
eye-catching feature and it was a pity to note its defacement to the rear, no doubt the graffiti here was promptly 
removed! While the perimeter fencing at the sports grounds is of a good quality the area would benefit with the 
addition of landscaping either to the inside or outside to create better enclosure. It is good to note maintenance to 
the beech hedging by the replacement of failed stretches. Flower displays throughout the village were colourful and 
uplifting and it is appreciated that in many instances these replace Spring flower displays however do try not to have 
too great a reliance on begonias as they are not pollinator friendly. As noted above the grounds of both the church 
and school enjoy a good presentation.
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Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

309

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

41

41

38

36

15

57

32

33

293

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 309
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too great a reliance on begonias as they are not pollinator friendly. As noted above the grounds of both the church 
and school enjoy a good presentation.

The sound of running water is a pleasant element in the riverside seated amenity area. The creation of wildlife areas 
within the playground and elsewhere will enhance the biodiversity status of Feakle and of course the pollinators will 
be appreciative also! The following link is for an App that will enable measurement of the success or otherwise of 
your interventions; Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) - National Biodiversity Data Centre 
(biodiversityireland.ie) Rather than sowing Wild Flower Seeds it may be better to allow wild flowers to grow from 
bare earth to yield a more natural combination of species; banked earth marking the entrance to Cuirt na Muillean 
might be trialled in this respect? Your mowing regime to encourage wild flower growth is favourably acknowledged. 
liaison with local farmers, the local gun club and the RSS scheme workers is supportive of biodiversity, well done. 
The graveyard enjoys good maintenance.

Well done to pupils of the National School for their success with the Green Schools programme, 6 Green Flags is a 
significant achievement! Also noteworthy are the additional litter bins and the Dog Poop dispensers, hopefully the 
latter will have the desired outcome. Feakle was litter free during adjudication however a number of untidy side 
areas used for storage were noted perhaps better enclosure could solve the problem. Your ‘Global Perspective’ on 
litter is laudable. Overhead service cables add to visual clutter and unsightly service poles are unattractive as is the 
case in so many towns and villages. Your use of a variety of media to advise re litter and litter picking activities and 
dog fouling is effective.

The surrounds of the recycling bins located within the church car-park were very tidy during adjudication however 
the retaining walls behind the bins were in need of cleaning / painting. Well done to Loughnane’s for the installation 
of solar panels, perhaps their energy savings could be used to motivate other households to do likewise? No doubt 
the LED lighting on the Christmas Tree used significantly less energy also! Other sustainability initiatives include 
water harvesting, composting, sustainable planting, daily travel and more; ideally at least one project under each 
heading in this category of the competition should be offered by the Feakle Tidy Towns committee each year with 
estimates of savings made where applicable. The Book Exchange and Cash for Clobber initiatives are favourably 
acknowledged.

Town houses along the Main Street enjoy a good presentation and enhance their surroundings significantly; some 
had been recently painted and one was in the course of painting and looked very well. Cuirt an Muillean looked 
beautiful with its open plan landscaping and many thriving young trees. As noted above consideration might be 
given to allowing the banked site at the entrance to the estate to feature wild flower growth naturally as opposed to 
sowing wild flower seeds, it can of course be landscaped with ground cover plants and more for a more formal 
presentation. A second residential estate looked well also. Residents could be encouraged to engage in 
sustainability initiatives within their own area even just on a trial basis to measure outcomes.

Entrances to Feakle from approach roads are attractive with good quality nameplates and Failte name-stones. The 
grass margins are being well managed for biodiversity and driver speed feedback signals have been installed, a 
good overall presentation! natural stone walls on approaches could be revealed at intervals to highlight them as an 
attractive feature. It is good to note the footpath leading from the village to the graveyard enabling safe access; 
some stretches of footpath elsewhere are in need of refurbishment. Work accomplished on road widening, safety 
installations, bridge refurbishments and more is most welcome. The research project on bridges and walls within the 
environs of the village sounds exciting and we look forward to future outcomes.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Feakle enjoys a good overall presentation of its built and natural environment and would benefit further from 
enclosure to untidy storage sites.


