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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. Participation by the 
Tidy Towns group in a Biodiversity Training programme and the production of a Biodiversity Plan is impressive and 
the Cranny community will benefit at many levels for years to come. Your adjudicator very much admired the 
information panel “Biodiversity of Cranny” installed in the small riverside park. The Tidy Towns committee of 6 with a 
volunteer base of 7 and support from a variety of groups including good community support and 27 years of 
experience is well poised for successful performance in the competition and we wish you success. Engagement with 
the school is fruitful and beneficial to all. Thank you for this year’s submission, the map did not meet requirements 
for adjudication, please refer to these in next year’s entry form.
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The small village of Cranny looked charming on adjudication day with its well-maintained built environment of 
school, church, public house and a few commercial yards. The  school grounds were admired for their design and 
maintenance and the church looked well too. The small riverside cottage which has been ‘refurbished’ to its 
roadside façade is visually appealing and a good introduction to the village. Unfortunately, the overhead service 
cables and associated poles look particularly bad especially within the roadside environs of the riverside amenity 
area just noted as the poles are out of vertical alignment to the extent that visual amenity of the area is disrupted 
and diminished. The potential redevelopment of the vacant premises located across from the church will make a 
significant contribution to the visual amenity of the streetscape if successful.
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Green areas are being nicely managed for both visual amenity and biodiversity within Cranny. Flower displays are 
colourful and no doubt are pollinator friendly too given the level of awareness of the importance biodiversity within 
the village. Maintenance of the Memorial site was appreciated also. The small riverside park is a lovely area in 
which to sit and listen to the sounds of the river, birds and rustling leaves. The biodiversity information panel here is 
well located to facilitate an appreciation of nature. The ICA stone enclosed rose bed is a nice touch; the plan to plant 
pollinator friendly species is excellent. Well done on the management of maturing trees and the removal of those 
with Ash Die-Back. The village must look lovely in Spring and early Summer with displays of daffodils and tulips, 
and the school children deserve our appreciation for their role in landscaping within the school grounds.
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The removal of the invasive Himalayan Balsam by hand from behind the shed at the old Creamery rather than the 
use of herbicide is laudable. The West riverbank grassy area initiative is exciting and we look forward to hearing 
more about this in future years together with the ‘Mining Bees’ trial. News on the residency status of the bird boxes 
will be welcome too. It is good to note that all future planting will be pollinator friendly. The following link will enable 
an App to be downloaded that will facilitate the measurement of actions taken for biodiversity. Flower-Insect Timed 
Count (FIT Count) - National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie) Your adjudicator really enjoyed time 
spent in the small riverside amenity park. The graveyard is very neat and looks well.
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The removal of the invasive Himalayan Balsam by hand from behind the shed at the old Creamery rather than the 
use of herbicide is laudable. The West riverbank grassy area initiative is exciting and we look forward to hearing 
more about this in future years together with the ‘Mining Bees’ trial. News on the residency status of the bird boxes 
will be welcome too. It is good to note that all future planting will be pollinator friendly. The following link will enable 
an App to be downloaded that will facilitate the measurement of actions taken for biodiversity. Flower-Insect Timed 
Count (FIT Count) - National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie) Your adjudicator really enjoyed time 
spent in the small riverside amenity park. The graveyard is very neat and looks well.

Cranny was litter free during adjudication and no dumping or graffiti was seen either. We note your constant 
monitoring of litter and the involvement of the school children; thank you for the photographs! The annual Spring 
Clean of all approach roads and village areas makes a significant difference to the presentation of the village and all 
involved are to be commended. A number of vacant / derelict premises diminish visual amenity and we note your 
work in this respect. As noted above the overhead service cables create visual clutter and their associated service 
poles diminish the quality of streetscape however, we appreciate that this is outside the control of the group and all 
you can do is to bring it to the attention of the county engineer’s office and try to get a future date for ducting.

Water harvesting at the site of the Old Creamery and used for watering plants throughout Cranny is excellent 
together with the use of rotted farmyard manure for fertilizing; manging weed growth by hoe and hand is impressive 
also. There is no mention of seed harvesting and propagation from cuttings which together with existing practices 
would enable sustainable planting, perhaps this could be a future goal? Do aim to include an energy initiative and / 
a travel initiative in future submissions to enhance your performance in this category of the competition. Eventually it 
should be possible to make an estimate of the difference your actions are making to Cranny’s carbon footprint.

There is a good mix of house styles within Cranny and most dwellings feature lovely gardens; some however have 
poorly presented roadside areas to their boundary walls with rough surfaces and weeds showing through. If these 
were grassed it would give a much nicer roadside finish. At least two dwellings noted in need of attention appeared 
vacant, hopefully these will be refurbished and reoccupied soon.

We wish you success in your endeavour to have a new stretch of footpath installed in Cranny that will link the school 
to the church and join the one to the graveyard. The carpark at the riverside needs resurfacing together with another 
within the village. ensure that the bridge is maintained freshly painted as it is a significant element in this category of 
the competition. Road surfaces are generally good. Name plates looked well and townland plaques are an 
interesting feature.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

The most appealing feature of Cranny’s presentation this year for your adjudicator was the biodiversity training 
course attended by members of the Tidy Towns group and the many well-informed initiatives undertaken as a result!


