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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. Clonlara Tidy Towns 
is very welcome back to the SuperValu National Tidy Towns Competition; the last year entry was 1996 and as this is 
a new committee and 26 years have passed your adjudicator will treat this as a new entry as the competition has 
changed so much in the intervening period. we note that the Tidy Towns group is part of a larger Clonlara 
Development Association for which there is tremendous community support with help from at least 17 bodies / 
community groups and more. Your volunteer base is strong with up to 60 volunteers available for large projects 
such as planting. Engagement with the school is excellent and beneficial to all parties and good use is made of 
social media in addition to traditional communication channels to broadcast Tidy Towns happenings. 
Congratulations on work accomplished on a derelict house within the village this has been a tremendous 
achievement. It is good to note that meetings are open to all and that there was public consultation in the 
preparation of Clonlara’s plan for the for the community. The Heritage Trail is superb at many levels.
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Clonlara’s main street rises and falls which affords scenic views into and out from the village and is a pleasant 
feature. Both the O’Sheas and Stritch premises are nicely painted and feature colourful floral displays and the 
landscaped Heritage Trail corner on the crossroads is a handsome aspect of the streetscape; we note plans for 
further development here however it looked wonderful during adjudication. The public walkway around the sports 
pitches are an excellent public facility. Both the school and its carpark are neatly presented however the front yard 
of the school would benefit from permanent landscaping in addition to the two flower containers at the entrance 
door. The grounds of St Senan’s Church are attractively landscaped and roadside parking here is well presented. 
The Childcare Centre and adjoining Sport and Leisure Centre were admired for their presentation. Work achieved 
for the derelict premises on the Main Street enhances the visual amenity of the village centre significantly. 
Congratulations on grant approval for the refurbishment of Clonlara’s oldest building.
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At the time of adjudication, the roadside boundary between the school and the public road appeared to have been 
prepared for planting but no plants were noted; this bed noted in your entry form was planted with Winter and Spring 
bulbs last September. The entrance from the Killaloe Road looked very well with its hard and soft landscaping too, 
begonias were noted here which are not good for pollinators so these should be kept to a minimum in your planting 
programme. Colourful flower displays, shrubberies and maturing trees are an attractive feature throughout Clonlara 
and an impressive amount of work by the community must have been involved. It is good to note planting for all 
seasons and thank you for the photographs of Spring Daffodils gracing the long wall through the village which had 
been cleared of rough growth. The path to the canal presents a lovely experience with its handsome stands of 
mature trees. Recently planted trees within the village will hopefully mature to be part of the heritage of future 
generations.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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TOTAL MARK 550 293

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

28/06/2022

 



seasons and thank you for the photographs of Spring Daffodils gracing the long wall through the village which had 
been cleared of rough growth. The path to the canal presents a lovely experience with its handsome stands of 
mature trees. Recently planted trees within the village will hopefully mature to be part of the heritage of future 
generations.

Clonlara is fortunate to be an ‘Island’ location between the Errina Canal and the Blackwater River with all they have 
to offer in terms of wildlife; the information panel identifying species does much to raise awareness and appreciation 
of nature and biodiversity within your local area. Grassed verges along approach roads to the GAA grounds and 
around the perimeter of the of the playing fields feature a variety of wildflowers and grasses which deserve to be 
identified also. The possibility of planting the wire and post fencing leading to the sports grounds with a native 
climbing flowering plant to create better enclosure should be explored; as noted above pollinator friendly plants 
should be favoured. Well done to the group members that completed the course on Biodiversity and work to 
promote and educate within the community on the significance of biodiversity; it is also laudable that the group 
works with the school on the Green Schools Programme in addition to engaging with the Beaver Group and the 
local youth club although we note the interruption caused by Covid. The walkway along the Errina Canal is a 
wonderful community facility and wildlife amenity and all the more so in that it may soon become part of the 
Shannon Greenway; it is good to note that this invaluable wild life area is in such well-informed hands. Monitoring of 
invasive plants is favourably acknowledged as is the No Mow May initiative. Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) 
- National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie) This link will enable an App to be downloaded that
may be helpful in assessing the success of your actions for wildlife.

Litter control was very good in Clonlara during adjudication and there were no incidents of dumping or graffiti noted 
either! Litter picking activities involving so many community groups appear to have the litter problem in hand but of 
course it's not! As long as people have to go out and pick up someone else’s litter we still have a problem; the same 
applies to dog fouling which appears to be endemic throughout the country. All the litter management activities 
engaged in by the Clonlara community are laudable ranging from regular litter picks to the Annual Spring Clean and 
the segregation of litter for recycling. Also noteworthy is the installation of anti-litter signage.

The re-use of the Kintenanlea Church premises as a meeting centre for community use is indeed a sustainable 
approach to the management of this (and othr) heritage buildings; congratulations on securing grant funding for its 
retrofit. Rainwater harvesting for use on landscaped areas is an excellent management of this invaluable resource. 
For optimum performance in this category of the competition try to offer initiatives under Energy, Travel, Sustainable 
Planting and more. The Tidy Towns Handbook is an excellent resource manual for ideas, inspiration and contact 
details, the SEAI website is very helpful also; both sources will be helpful in guiding the Clonlara Community along 
the path to becoming a sustainable community.

Town houses close to the crossroads in Clonlara enjoy good roadside presentations that fits in well with the overall 
presentation of the built environment of the village. Dwellings within residential estates look well also however, a 
number of roadside boundary walls are in need of attention. High walls within the Churchfield estate look a little 
weather-stained also and would benefit from cleaning / painting. Expansive green areas with maturing trees are a 
nice feature of Churchfields. The Irish language name-stones of estates are a nice touch and the wild grasses and 
wildflowers in the ‘Glor na Srutha’ development support biodiversity. It is good to note the fruitful interaction between 
the Tidy Towns group and the Residents Associations.

The entrance to Clonlara from the Killaloe Road looked superb on adjudication day with its beautifully landscaped 
corners and the themed nameplate was admired also. The bridge is very narrow and visibility of on-coming traffic 
quite poor with difficulty for two vehicles to pass on the bridge; are solutions being explored? The installation of the 
new footpath is favourably noted. Other entrances to the village were reasonably good. The installation of 
pedestrian crossings will hopefully bring about the desired result of pedestrian safety. The maintenance of paths 
and laneways to the canal and othr areas by residents is laudable. Hopefully the speeding issue will be resolved. 
Construction work in progress at the GAA grounds was noted, the car park here needs resurfacing too.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

The Clonlara community have demonstrated a deep commitment to the care of the natural and built heritage of their 
homeplace which benefits quality of life.


