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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. Bunratty is most 
welcome to the SuperValu National Tidy Towns Competition for the sixth time; we look forward to many repeat 
visits. Thank you for this year’s submission, the images were very helpful but the map less so as it didn’t feature 
projects designated M, N, or FP as required, try to include this on next year’s map or in its legend.  The committee 
appears to have good community support both in respect of volunteers and other support such as sponsorship. 
Communication channels are good and we congratulate you on the publication of the first edition of your Newsletter. 
Engagement with the youth of the area via the school, scouts and soccer club is laudable however, we join you in 
celebrating your ‘Volunteer of the Year’ Delores who despite her years does trojan work for the community through 
the Tidy Towns Competition. Thank You Delores!  A hearty congratulations is extended to the Tidy Towns group on 
their acquisition of a new Maintenance Hub near the soccer club; it is rightly claimed that it will allow the group to be 
much more sustainable in its approach to Tidy Towns activities. The new Heritage Trail complete with beautiful and 
informative interpretive panels with QR codes enhances the visitor experience as it facilitates a good understanding 
of Bunratty’s cultural and natural heritage.
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All of Bunratty’s commercial premises were beautifully presented during adjudication and the many outdoor dining 
areas create a wonderful festive ambiance. A lot has been accomplished since last year in Bunratty and 
improvements to vacant premises are noted. Resurfacing to the entrance to the graveyard is welcome especially in 
respect of additional feature for universal accessibility. The pedestrianisation of the Old Bridge is favourably 
acknowledged too together with refurbishment of seating at the Shamrock Hotel and the stone entrance to the 
Lower Green near JP Clarkes Pub. The strategic placement of container flower displays and the early daffodils plus 
the bed of tulips no doubt made a significant contribution to the visual amenity status of Bunratty. The Torc sculpture 
is a fine feature of the village.

36

Green areas within Bunratty were admired both for their management and for their numerous handsome stands of 
mature trees all of which make a strong positive statement. Flower displays in full bloom throughout the village were 
numerous and colourful too. Congratulations on the ‘Bunratty in Bloom’ initiative which involved the planting of 
10,000 bulbs, most of which were pollinator friendly; this joint initiative undertaken with Clare County Council is 
something to be proud of. Well done also on rehabilitation works to green areas damaged by construction work 
which involved the planting of new beech hedgerow. Bunratty’s tree management programme is impressive for the 
professional approach taken; the replacement of damaged trees to be felled by native Irish Oak trees is well 
informed.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

274
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Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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80

80
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90

55
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41

33

33
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30
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255

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 274

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

28/06/2022

 



professional approach taken; the replacement of damaged trees to be felled by native Irish Oak trees is well 
informed.

The basic principles adhered to in the enhancement, protection and conservation of Bunratty’s biodiversity and 
natural habitats is impressive and once more, well informed. Your habitat identification and biodiversity audit is an 
excellent starting point to guide future actions. The entrance to the Special Area for Conservation is indeed worthy 
of an interpretative panel on Bunratty’s Nature Trail and well done on construction work here; thank you for the 
photograph. Cognisance is also taken of Reed harvesting and naturally occurring wildflower edges. Planting for 
pollinators has been referred to above; the following link may be useful in downloading an App which can be used to 
assess results of actions taken for pollinators and biodiversity.   
Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) - National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie)

Bunratty was spotlessly clean during adjudication with no evidence of litter, dumping or graffiti observed. We note 
daily litter collections by volunteers with the environs of business premises being maintained by business owners. 
Appreciation is extended to ‘Volunteer of the Year Philip’ for his role in maintaining the village litter free. your 
partnership approach with Clare County Council and the DOE in respect of litter management.  Maintenance 
projects at a variety of levels are noteworthy including refurbishment of bins, lamp standards and signage. 
Consideration might be given to undertaking a litter audit to identify the source and type of litter which may facilitate 
a strategy of prevention at source. The absence of overhead service cables and their associated visual clutter is a 
welcome visual amenity feature of Bunratty.

The intention to use the new maintenance compound to facilitate overwintering of plants, growing from seed and 
water harvesting to name just a few options together with your own polytunnel is a new and exciting development 
which will eventually allow Bunratty to achieve sustainable planting; a tremendous achievement! We favourably note 
from past activities that composting is a successful venture in the village and the sites of three water harvesting 
butts. You have a history of reduce, reuse, recycle, upcycle and donate in line with the Global Sustainable 
Development Goal number 12 “Responsible Production and Consumption” which is admirable. Maybe a travel of 
energy initiative can be offered for next year’s competition?

The proposed new residential development sounds promising in its potential to achieve a healthy balance between 
permanent residents and summer residents; the proposed path connecting the site to the village centre will generate 
good connectivity. The Dun Rí estate looked superb during adjudication and it is difficult to believe that it is less than 
wo years old! The use of old railway sleepers is not recommended in landscaping as featured at the entrance to this 
estate. Most dwellings noted were nicely presented and your performance in this category of the competition is 
good. We wish the group every success for the future.

Entrances to Bunratty from approach roads are high in visual amenity featuring beautifully managed green areas, 
handsome stands of mature trees, colourful flower displays, well presented street furniture including nameplates 
and of course attractive bus shelters; as noted above the absence of overhead service cables completes the 
picture. Road and footpath surfaces are good too and pedestrianisation at the bridge together with work 
accomplished for stone walls is laudable. High level maintenance is evident throughout the village and the planned 
Loop Walk will add a new dimension to daily life.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Congratulations on an excellent presentation this year, we look forward to repeat visits and completing the planned 
Loop Walk; the proposed new residential development will hopefully address the imbalance between permanent 
and summer residents.


