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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr
gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór...Thank you for this year’s submission and Barefield’s 11-year participation in 
the SuperValu Tidy Towns Competition. The map provided was not suitable for adjudication, check out the 
requirements within the Tidy Towns Handbook which is an invaluable resource to Tidy Towns groups. We note your 
weekly meetings during the Spring and Summer and the availability of ten volunteers; also noteworthy is the 
committee’s engagement with Clare County Council and the National school particularly the Green Schools 
co-ordinator. It is great that you are so proud of your Biodiversity Park which is ‘taking shape’. The use of Facebook 
in addition to the Church Newsletter is a great way to communicate Tidy Towns updates. In next year’s submission 
don’t forget to reference project work completed to Global Development Goals.
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There are no projects offered for consideration in this category of the competition however the Café looked as 
though it had been painted recently and looked superb! Considine’s Pub looked well also. The school complex is 
neatly presented however its roadside boundary wall could be improved in appearance. The church and its grounds 
were admired. Maintaining properties make a contribution to Sustainable Goal number 11 Sustainable Cities and 
Communities.
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The roundabout at Barefield South is being nicely maintained however the tyres used to contain the lovely flower 
arrangement is inappropriate, consideration might be given to constructing a low natural stone enclosure or other 
retaining feature. An arrangement near the church was admired also and was fittingly complemented by well 
maintained grass verges. Floral arrangements in hanging baskets along the new stretch of footpath are an attractive 
feature however some of them need to be re-aligned as they appeared to be sideways rather than overlooking the 
footpath and roadside. Colourful flower displays at the church presented a nice contrast to the grey of the building. It 
is important to chose flower species that support pollinators in order to support biodiversity. Projects undertaken in 
this category of the competition support Sustainable Goal number 15 ‘Life on Land’.
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The new mowing regime for Barefield will allow wild flowers and grasses to flourish including hopefully the much 
admired ‘Bee Orchid’; outbursts of Morning Glory near the school looked wonderful! Consideration should be given 
to creating a sign-posted walk throughout the Biodiversity Park with information panels on species to be found there; 
this will promote, educate and heighten awareness of the global biodiversity crisis and inform on what our role can 
be. Again you are reminded of the importance of pollinator friendly species for all landscaping. The gates to the 
Community Field located across from the school need refurbishment. Young trees are maturing well and older ones 
look quite stately. An ‘Insect Hotel’ was noted on one of the trees. future projects should involve the pupils of the 
National school; perhaps a Bird Survey within the school grounds or on a field trip to the Biodiversity Park could be 
considered. The relevant SDG for projects in this category is again goal number 11.
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to creating a sign-posted walk throughout the Biodiversity Park with information panels on species to be found there; 
this will promote, educate and heighten awareness of the global biodiversity crisis and inform on what our role can 
be. Again you are reminded of the importance of pollinator friendly species for all landscaping. The gates to the 
Community Field located across from the school need refurbishment. Young trees are maturing well and older ones 
look quite stately. An ‘Insect Hotel’ was noted on one of the trees. future projects should involve the pupils of the 
National school; perhaps a Bird Survey within the school grounds or on a field trip to the Biodiversity Park could be 
considered. The relevant SDG for projects in this category is again goal number 11.

Although Barefield was litter free during adjudication some stretches of kerb and road edges needed to be scuffed. 
Participation in the National Spring Clean has no doubt played a significant role in maintaining the village free of 
litter and dumping. Your activities at the Lake are favourably noted also and reflect SDG’s 11,14,15. Let us have 
some detail in next year’s submission as to what groups participate in clean-ups; The School? Sporting groups? 
Residents? This type of detail can attract more marks.

Well done to the National School pupils and their teachers for their success in the Green Schools initiative, this is a 
fine achievement. The ‘Enable’ clothing recycling bin at the Community Centre is favourably acknowledged under 
this heading however the bin itself needed a thorough cleaning. The relevant SDG for projects under this heading is 
SDG 12.’ Responsible Production and Consumption’. Try to include an appropriate project next year such as Water 
harvesting, Composting Sustainable Planting at least. Refer to the Tidy Towns Handbook for ideas.

Burren View residential development looks superb in all respects; road and footpath surfaces, gardens, planting, 
wildflowers and more. Dethatched dwellings look very well also with roadside boundary walls of natural stone and 
nicely presented gardens. Residents can participate in most categories of the competition and should be 
encouraged to do so; simple projects like a garden bird survey, planting for pollinators, water harvesting, 
composting and much more. SDG 11 ‘Sustainable Cities and Communities’ is the relevant goal here.

The new stretch of footpath from the roundabout at Barefield South is a great safety feature for pedestrians; cycle 
lanes are invaluable for cyclist safety also. Both enhance the visual amenity of the village significantly. Bicycle 
stands are a necessity as more people travel by bicycle rather than by car. Car parking areas are generally well 
surfaced. Signage is quite good throughout.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Barefield is a linear settlement along a very busy road without a strong core to the village. The travelling public could 
be encouraged to spend time in your Biodiversity Park if it was signposted and promoted. It would provide a very 
enjoyable ‘time out’ from driving.


