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Fáilte chuig Comórtas na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór...  
Thank you for your comprehensive and lengthy application from a well organised committee.  The Committee of 6 
draws on the support of 22 volunteers and Mac Finns GAA team. 
Methods of communications are wide ranging including  -  social media, an impressive 3.8K users on Facebook, 
web pages as well as church bulletins, posters and letters.  
Over the 9-year period of involvement in the awards there has been a great community involvement in your work. 
For example, the ‘adopt a road’ or ‘adopt a flower bed’ schemes have involved people in litter control and 
landscaping.    
The Committee has links with many agencies including Cavan Co. Council  and the Cavan Public Participation 
Network. A strength of the Committee is your links with environmental groups such as Bat Conservation, Wetlands 
Forum and An Taisce.   
Regarding Junior Tidy Towns , the committee has links with the local primary school and has encouraged pollinator 
planting, a green fingers club and the development of a bee  mural.      
While many maps of the village and district were included in the application, an A4 or A3 of the village would have 
been useful during the adjudication.  In future applications avoid duplication of information and be sure to describe 
and locate the main projects such as the new stone wall and wildflowers meadows.     
Congratulations on receiving five grants in the past year and for running successful fundraising activities.   Members 
are participating in  five  courses, all of which will result benefits for the local community and environment.  The 
before and after photographs gave a clear indication of the work of the committee in the past year.   The work plan 
clearly shows the present and future projects planned by the Committee. Congratulation on having achieved so 
many goals at this stage in your 2018 – 2023 plan.  The monthly workplan demonstrates the  Committee and local 
community commitment to Maghera Development Association.
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Maghera Hall, a cottage with contrasting walls and windows and doors, thoughtfully considered planting in the 
foreground with an informative sign in English and Irish, is now a dance school. 
The recent project  on signage is to be commended.  The name of the town with associated floral displays are 
welcoming.  Informative signs about the district’s townlands and local flora and fauna are well sited in the Green.   A 
sign indicating the location of Heritage Orchard would be worth considering.  The generous planting of trees at the 
church both recent and well-established indicates succession planting.    
The new wall and raised bed, a 2021 – 2022 project was successfully completed.   No doubt appreciated by those 
who stand in the new bus shelter.  Perhaps Bus Eireann could replace the old bus stop.  
The grounds of commercial premises in the village, two petrol stations and a haulage company are well maintained.
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The grounds of commercial premises in the village, two petrol stations and a haulage company are well maintained.

Both sides of N3 are lined with  common and uncommon trees each clearly labelled with English, Irish and scientific 
name and each is well mulched. There are attractive semi-circular shrubberies with flowering plants, creating a 
rhythm  with native hedges acting as a foil.  The recently constructed stone wall now lines a shrubbery of trees, 
shrubs and perennials.  
The rejuvenation of flower beds beneath the town signs is showing good results.   
In the school grounds both shrubs and flowers were planted for year-round interest were evident, so the children 
can see plants in flower through the school year.   At the time of the adjudication the  white ox-eye daisies were 
spectacular.

The wildflower meadows together with the Heritage orchard are significant projects undertaken by the Maghera 
Development Association. The wildlife monitoring established in April 2021 continued in 2022 with cameras placed 
in the Heritage Orchard and by the river Blackwater.  Are the results of this monitoring shared with  Biodiversity  
Centre in Waterford, see Biodiversity.ie for more information.       
Both in this area and in the school grounds an app, the Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT) 
(https://biodiversityireland.ie/surveys/fit-counts/) will assist you monitor the success of pollinator plants in the locality.    
This could make an interesting project for young people working towards a Gaisce award.    
The development of the river walkway in conjunction with the Office of Public Works will enhance the nature and 
biodiversity of the district as well as a place to community recreation. 
The Bee mural in the local school was another important project in the past year, being of interest not only to the 
school’s pupils but more widely as a video made as the artist at work, was subsequently shared widely on social 
media.

The level of tidiness and litter control is to a very high standard, indicative of the many groups who contribute to this 
on-going task.  Are there any plans to segregate litter or reduce the amount of litter, so that time can be spent on 
other environmental projects?

The application listed many examples – a few of note were the recycled telephone now put to good use and on the 
day of my visit was filled to capacity with books.   The purchase of mulching mower was a good investment. Using 
recycled plastic containers for plant cultivation is a good example of sustainability.      
The use of recycled slate for signage in the Heritage Orchard is both a simple solution to signage and re-use of a 
natural material.   While the reuse of a metal container for storing equipment is not uncommon, biolandscaping to 
provide large scale bee and bug hotels is innovative.  In time it would be worth noting the fauna present.      
Engagement with businesses regarding energy budgets and waste management also worth noting.  Your many 
other plans in regard to sustainability should yield results coming years.

The boundaries of houses with road frontage are well maintained with hedges neatly shaped and  railings well 
painted.   The dominance of hedges, trees and some fields between residences creates a ‘leafy’ village.

Well maintained hedges, (native and cultivated) and to a lesser extent fences and walls mark the  village on the N3.  
At either end of the village and on the side roads, hedges principally with native species and some trees link with the 
surrounding pattern of field boundaries.   As one enters the village the name signs, situated in raised planters are 
visible and easy to read.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Though located on the busy N3, the atmosphere and intimacy of a village remains with two filling stations/shops, 
book repository in a telephone kiosk, church and Maghera Hall, individual houses and an ornamental amenity area. 
Continued success in your endeavours.   The complimentary comments on Facebook from those passing through 
the village are well deserved.  Go n-éiri le muintir Machaire !


