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Fáilte chuig Comórtas na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór...  
Thank you for a concise and precise application where the new and maintained projects were clearly identified and 
liked with the relevant Sustainable Development Goals.   The Committee collaborates with an Impressive range of 
local agencies such as Cavan County council and state bodies, such as the Heritage Council.   The Committee also 
has significant support of many local businesses, both large and small.  Many members of the Tidy Towns 
Committee also serve on a diverse range of local committees.  Tidy Towns communicates its messages via social 
media and website, church notices and the local newspaper.   
Young people in two local primary schools were involved in planting mini orchards. While members of the youth club 
planted oak trees at the picnic site.  Ideal projects for young people as they will see the trees grow to maturity.  
Over the last 30 years many environmental, business and heritage initiatives have resulted from involvement in Tidy 
Towns.    
Navigating the village was made easy with a good map showing the principal streets and buildings was 
accompanied by a clear legend.
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The Killeshandra Community Hall is a fine building dating from 2013.   
On the main street the paths are in good order. The houses and business premises create a unified streetscape 
typical of an Irish town.  While some buildings may not be in use they appear not to be in a poor state of repair.   It is 
heartening to read that new businesses have opened while other premises have changed hands, this all bodes well 
for the future of the village. 
Good signage with information about local heritage and the wider Killeshandra area is well positioned in the village.   
The Committee’s work on Rath church and the recognition of this work by the Heritage Council is worth noting.  
Becoming a Mentor group in the Adopt a Monument Scheme is a unique achievement among the applications I 
read.  Other fine buildings include the Church of Ireland, nearby church hall, former national school and former 
rectory. 
The upgrade of the entrance to the Resource Centre is an example of the Committee’s attention to present day 
issues with the installation of power points, seats and attractive shrubberies.  The outdoor stage is understated but 
should make a fine performance area.
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Ornamental planting occurs throughout Killeshandra, at entrance to buildings such as the Community Centre and 
the Resource Centre,  in window boxes and planters by public buildings and houses and in the community garden.   
Open spaces at Railway Road together with school and church grounds also contribute to green places in the 
village.     
Well filled and colourful containers are placed on the Main Street. While some were recently planted, others were 
filled with spring flowering plants such as primroses and pansies, indicating that colourful containers are part of the 
villages town’s streetscape for most of the year.  Some businesses placed flower filled window boxes on their 
window sills.  
The Recreation Garden contains good shrubs and trees.  A future project might prune some of the more vigorous 
shrubs, in this instance remove ivy and replant any bare ground with groundcover pollinator friendly plants.
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Ornamental planting occurs throughout Killeshandra, at entrance to buildings such as the Community Centre and 
the Resource Centre,  in window boxes and planters by public buildings and houses and in the community garden.   
Open spaces at Railway Road together with school and church grounds also contribute to green places in the 
village.     
Well filled and colourful containers are placed on the Main Street. While some were recently planted, others were 
filled with spring flowering plants such as primroses and pansies, indicating that colourful containers are part of the 
villages town’s streetscape for most of the year.  Some businesses placed flower filled window boxes on their 
window sills.  
The Recreation Garden contains good shrubs and trees.  A future project might prune some of the more vigorous 
shrubs, in this instance remove ivy and replant any bare ground with groundcover pollinator friendly plants.

The three tree projects for 2022 were clearly described and illustrated in the application. It was clear that these 
projects involved all ages.   
Ten mini orchards-an initiative of Host in Ireland were established in the village.  This is a welcome development as 
the flowers of these fruit trees will provide food for bees and following pollination fruit.  One comment having seen a 
number of these orchards, keep the ground beneath the young fruit trees weed/grass free.   The same advice 
applies to trees in the new native woodland. It is unusual to see Elm being planted and well done in acquiring these 
trees.   The third project – coppicing with some replanting is an under used tree management regime, again well 
done on embarking on such a project.    
So as to promote biodiversity and reduce fuel use, consider cutting the grass at Rath cemetery later in the summer 
when wildflowers and grasses will have shed their seed.       
The pupils in Scoil Bhride have taken a great interest in biodiversity winning their 6th Green Flag, examining 
water-based invertebrates and working in their school garden.  An app, the Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT) 
(https://biodiversityireland.ie/surveys/fit-counts/) would assist them monitor pollinators in their school grounds.

The village participates in the An Taisce Spring Clean and holds many litter picking days. A particular effort is made 
in June for the local festivals - evident during the adjudication in June .  
Is this litter segregated in any way ? Is the amount of litter increasing or decreasing?    
The Bring Centre is conveniently located by the Community Centre 
The village is fortunate in having the services of Rural Social Scheme staff in maintenance of green areas, painting  
and repairs. The issue of the use of weedkillers was mentioned in your application and you are seeking a reduction 
in their use.  I agree that weedkillers have their place but their use has to be considered as they leave an unsightly 
stripe of brown vegetation or bare ground in their wake.  
Every success with your application to Cavan County Council for assistance with house painting. The opening of 
new premises and the sale of others will contribute to the appearance of the village.

Congratulations to the pupils and teacher who completed the plastic top mural in the school, collecting the 2700 
tops was an achievement in itself ! 
In a local school rainwater is harvested for the use in the vegetable garden. While in the community garden recycled 
materials, including cardboard to suppress weeds and old clothing to retain moisture.  
A committee member’s participation in Stream Invertebrate Training, citizen science activities and  the Committee’s 
commitment to water quality demonstrate your commitment to SG 14 Life in Water.    
The Committee alerts local people to the many reduce, re-use, recycle initiatives in the local community.

A large communal green space a striking feature of Railway Road housing.  While there are some mature trees on 
the entrance road perhaps more trees could be planted in this area so as to provide succession planting.   The 
planted troughs mentioned in the application are particularly good –  though June, spring flowering daisies were in 
full flower. 
The grounds of Market Avenue are well maintained and are convenient to Recreation Garden and Community 
Garden.

The Carrigallen, Arva and Cavan approach road were well maintained with the name of the village situated in a 
raised planter.   Boundaries, particularly hedges around houses were well managed.  A road with many mature 
trees leads past a new playground to Scoil Bhride, with a well-tended school garden and the Catholic Church with 
landscaped grounds.  
Entrance ways and lanes running leading from the Main Street were well cared for and formed part of the integrity of 
the street.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

From this year’s  application the Committee has been active in each of the categories of Tidy Towns. Your 
involvement with the Heritage Council in relation to Rath Church and with the Steam Invertebrate training and water 
quality is noteworthy.  The village is well positioned to further develop links with walkways and cycleways and to 
promote the biodiversity and heritage of this part of Cavan.  No doubt the Killeshandra Camino did just this.  From 
my  few hours in the village a ‘can do’ attitude was evident.   Keep it up !
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