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Fáilte chuig Comórtas na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór...  
The entry documents with the application form, photographs,  map and habitats report provided a sense of 
anticipation for my visit to Dowra.  The map gave a clear indication of the village streets, buildings and roads.  A 
brief three-to-five-year plan was also included. 
The committee of 6 has the support of 25 volunteers.  It augers well for the Tidy Towns committee that many 
younger people are becoming involved in the Spring Clean.  
In total seventeen agencies both state and local; local businesses, groups and individual photographers and artists 
liaise and contribute a wide range of expertise to the T T Committee. 
The methods used by the Committee to communicate with the community are comprehensive using print media, 
noticeboards, church bulletins, newspapers and social media such as a blog and  Facebook. 
Through Junior Tidy Towns links have been formed with St Hugh’s N.S., Lough Allen College and the Scouts, a 
good representation from primary, second level schools as well as an out of school group.   
The principal project this past year has been the Dowra Community Biodiversity Plan. 
Participation in the Tidy Towns awards has assisted the Dowra TT committee in focusing its work. It is good to read 
that the adjudication reports have been of assistance when engaging with the local authority.  In future applications 
you might include how participation has benefitted the local community.    Also, if available, include before and after 
photographs of your projects.
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The streetscape comprises individual buildings- housing and commercial, some terraced housing and notable 
buildings such as the Dowra Courthouse Creative Space. The Community Centre, with generous car parking with a 
children’s playground and adult exercise equipment alongside.  Also included are memorials to Jim Mc Padden and 
Sinn Fein.  On the Drumkerrin road, agricultural premises, Dowra Mart and Mart Stores are located.  While PS 
Loughlin’s shop retains its traditional shop front.  The plan to renovate Lizzy Buggies, a heritage building situated in 
the centre of the village is a worthwhile one.  It is noted that you have tried to contact the owners of derelict 
buildings near the bridge.  
Being at the intersection of public roads, long distance cycle and walking paths results in many road and other signs 
erected by several agencies.  From the application you have been busy engaging with those who like you are 
concerned with signage and in particular, those referring to biodiversity.
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Planters with summer bedding plants have been positioned on walls and railings in the village.   Some householders 
have also placed well filled containers by their own homes.   Approached through an almost hidden gate, the Island 
greenspace is, as stated in the application, in private ownership. The Committee is seeking a solution to providing 
wider and safer access to the site.  Now that groups of trees in this area have grown one into another limited light 
will reach ground level. Consequently, little grass or weeds will grow so dispensing with the need to spray with 
weedkillers.   
It is also noted that additional planting is proposed for the car park by the community centre. Some native shrubs 
such as  Cinquefoil (Potentilla fruticosa) and Guelder Rose (Viburnum opalus) would be worth considering.    
A new amenity area, with a new stone wall, picnic tables, planters and signage, was nearing completion at the time 
of my visit.

14

49

5

30

32

Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

221

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

29

27

32

12

5

48

30

32

215

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 221

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

21/06/2022

 



Planters with summer bedding plants have been positioned on walls and railings in the village.   Some householders 
have also placed well filled containers by their own homes.   Approached through an almost hidden gate, the Island 
greenspace is, as stated in the application, in private ownership. The Committee is seeking a solution to providing 
wider and safer access to the site.  Now that groups of trees in this area have grown one into another limited light 
will reach ground level. Consequently, little grass or weeds will grow so dispensing with the need to spray with 
weedkillers.   
It is also noted that additional planting is proposed for the car park by the community centre. Some native shrubs 
such as  Cinquefoil (Potentilla fruticosa) and Guelder Rose (Viburnum opalus) would be worth considering.    
A new amenity area, with a new stone wall, picnic tables, planters and signage, was nearing completion at the time 
of my visit.

Being located by the river Shannon with views to the Cuilcagh mountains, nature and biodiversity are to the fore in 
your application, with appropriate links to the Sustainable Development Goals.   You have successfully installed an 
informative panel in Buggies Island.   
Following on from the successful completion of the Biodiversity Plan you are now preparing an accompanying video.  
Congratulations on obtaining funding from the Community Water Development Fund 2022.  No doubt the results of 
the Dowra Water Quality and Biodiversity Awareness and Citizens Science Project will be included in next year’s 
application. 
Under the eaves of the Dowra Courthouse Creative Space, birds, perhaps house martins - were busy flying to and 
from their nests.

The Committee participates in the An Taisce Spring Clean Up.  An attractive notice informed people about his 
important activity.  At other times of the year a monthly litter patrol operates.  At a less busy time of the year local 
signs and notices could perhaps, be cleaned.  
The recycle bins with associated parking facilities are located at one end of the village.     
The promotion of the Farm Plastic Collection Service in Co. Leitrim demonstrates the TT Committee’s commitment 
to litter control and recycling.

The transformation of a former Court House into a thriving the Dowra Courthouse Creative Space is an excellent 
example of sustainability.   
Water, another aspect of sustainability, is well documented in your application. While you plan to hold workshops for 
the local community on water and biodiversity, you might also consider other aspects of sustainability at a 
community level.  The Tidy Towns Handbook is a useful resource in this regard.

The small housing estate – Shannon Ville - at one end of the village is well maintained as are the detached houses 
at the other end of the village.  Some houses in the village have made great effort to plant window boxes and 
containers.    All indications of local community support for Tidy Towns in the village.

The town sign on the approach road from Blacklion announces that Dowra is the first village on the River Shannon – 
a tag line worth using more broadly as you promote the village.  There is a good foot path leading to and from the 
village on the R207.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

This adjudicator is pondering how the village, the beneficiary of village regeneration, could become a ‘hub’ where 
people using the long-distance cycling or walking paths would pause awhile by the upper reaches of the Shannon.       
Continued success to the Tidy Towns Committee as you engage with local children, youth and adults as well as 
professionals from various disciplines to achieve your goals in Dowra, ‘the river meadow of the ox’ - An 
Damhshraith.


