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Fáilte chuig Comórtas na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór...  
Thank you for your application form with accompanying map and photographs, which was very interesting to read.  
The Cootehill Tidy Towns Committee of 7 is assisted by approximately 15 volunteers.  The Committee meets 
monthly and weekly in the summer months when planting, tidying and litter picking takes place.  The Committee 
makes excellent use of Facebook to rally support for  a watering hanging baskets rota.    This is likely a way of 
recruiting people to join in other Tidy Towns projects.   
The Committee is supported by an extensive range of local groups, including schools, sporting organisations, 
political parties, church congregations, shops and businesses as well as groups from the Monaghan town and 
Glaslough.     
Communications within the Committee and with the wider community is via What’s app and Facebook accounts.  
Good use is also made of local church bulletins and newspapers to ‘spread the word’ and uncommonly local radio. 
Work with young people has involved supporting pupils in Holy Family school.  It is good to read that you plan to 
engage with local schools and the recently established youth group is working the  Community Garden.  What a 
wonderful sign telling locals that the community garden is coming ! It was good to see that apple trees were already 
planted and a polytunnel was erected.  
Over the years Cootehill has been involved in Tidy Towns. It is pleasing to know that last year’s report was helpful to 
the Committee.
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The principal street Market Street retains its original layout with the Church of Ireland closing the view from the 
upper end of the street.  New and older buildings are well integrated.  Most buildings residential or commercial are 
well maintained.   Several interpretive signs explain in word and picture the history of the town.  There are plenty of 
seats both on the main streets and in public areas in the town.  Car parking can occur on the streets and in car 
parks as by St Michael’s Hall.   The use of unoccupied shop fronts to display posters from the Poetry Town event 
was worthwhile and must have encouraged people to stop and read the posters.        
The Cootehill Tidy Towns Committee project to erect poles on Bridge Street for hanging baskets links with the 
existing hanging baskets on Market Street.  Together with the large planters on the Station Road and those on 
business and residential properties the town is bright with flowers.       
By Holy Family School a boat, moored on grass, has been planted with pollinator attracting flowers including 
Sunflowers (seed supplied by the T T Committee) and herbs.  Several seats, placed in this area are due for 
renewal.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

270

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

38

33

38

26

17

49

31

31

263

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 270

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

23/06/2022

 



The open space at New Line road was very attractive with colourful plants, seats and garden ornaments.  Litter bins 
were also provided.   It is good to read that  local people and users of the Drumlin House services located at the 
HUB building will maintain planters in their areas.  In the coming years the Committee might encourage a ‘no mow’ 
or a reduced mowing regime in the town so as to promote pollinators and reduce the use of fuels.

As described in your application pollinator friendly bedding plants were sown and an impressive 54 hanging baskets 
are now creating a food corridor through the town.  Your decision, based on the advice of the local horticulturist to 
allow wildflowers self-seed at Beggar’s Rocks is a wise one. By autumn you can decide what wildflowers to keep 
while removing any invasive species.       
The Committee might consider whether the use of weedkillers in open spaces and by roadsides could be reduced.   
Some of the plants being sprayed would be beneficial to insects and thereby support biodiversity, perhaps these 
areas could be strimmed later in the season instead.

The Committee has a well- established programme of litter collection in various part of the town. It is good to read 
that the numbers of volunteers is increasing and that the local authority has provided  litter Kart to assist the work.   
Litter is segregated and recycled where possible.  The purchase of a pedestrian road sweeper and the planned 
purchase of an attachment to remove weeds in kerbs and road margins are welcome  - weeds keep growing !  
Volunteers will spend less time weeding and cleaning and more time on other projects.   
Mutt Mitt units are well positioned throughout the town and maintained by a ‘diligent local woman’. 
Market Street being busy with commercial outlets is attracting litter and butts  – the challenge is to oblige shoppers 
to bin their waste.    When time permits remove or relocate redundant poles and lamp standards.  Secondly clean 
signs and interpretive panels.

The use of bedding plants grown by Drumlin House services  and the supply of onions from the Community Garden 
to a local café are good examples of ‘keeping it local’ .   Local businesses and the Credit Union  support the Tidy 
Towns by selling recycle coffee cups on your behalf, a good illustration of co-operation in the town while at the same 
time fundraising.  
You have described several examples of sustainability at the Community Garden in your application , the most 
notable being the collection of rainwater in  1 cubic metre tanks.       
Congratulations on receiving funding to purchase raised planters and seats made with recycled material.  The Bring 
Centre has safe access for pedestrians and vehicles coming to the neat and tidy facility.   While the Committee has 
delivered several projects in this category, the Tidy Towns handbook will provide ideas for future projects.

The Village and Town Renewal scheme has provided the town with funding to paint houses. Every success as you 
bring this work to a successful conclusion in the town. It has made a significant impact already.   On my visit 
children were trooping into the community playground – the recent Cavan County Council grant will provide them 
with an upgraded playground.   
The residential areas visited are well maintained of note were Bellamont View, New Line, Carraig Beg and Dartry 
Park.  Where space permits  trees could be planted on grass verges at the entrances or in green areas within these 
housing areas.  Residents at Drumnavel must have spent a lot of time planting their colourful containers, 
maintaining  trees and entrance shrubbery and mowing grass.

Many well-maintained lanes in the town are used as walkways and vehicular entrances and retain their original 
character.   
Recently planted Rowan trees line the approach roads to the town.    The new ‘Welcome to Cootehill’ signs will 
replace the existing ones.     The Cavan road approach includes some well-maintained grass areas. The entrance to 
the Cootehill Industrial estate is well planted with a selection of shrubs.  There is a very good footpath and road 
markings to Holy Family school and Bellamont Forest.  Locals keep these areas litter free.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

A busy and attractive town where many organisations and businesses support the work of the Cootehill TidyTowns 
committee.  The Playground for children and the Community Garden for young and old are two of your interesting 
projects now underway.  Continued success with your endeavours.  Lean leis on dea obair.


