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Fáilte chuig Comórtas na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór...  
The Committee is 7 members is supported by 3 volunteers.  The local GAA club, Cavan County County, Cavan 
Burren Park and the cross-border agency, Catchment Care, provide advice and support.   
Communication channels with your local community include Facebook, parish newsletter and Another channel - 
parents of schoolchildren are also an essential link with the local school.  The school community is to be 
congratulated on winning a fifth green flag for biodiversity.  The great success of these ‘Junior Tidy Towners’ augers 
well for the future of Blacklion Tidy Towns.    
The Committee has been involved in the Tidy Towns awards for eight years and as you said in your application it 
has given you an ‘awareness and pride in the local environment and fosters a sense of community’.    
Signage with the town’s nameplate and road signs are well maintained.  Interpretive signs of the  history and natural 
history of the village are both attractive and informative.   
The map supplied provided was clear. As I toured the village it was easy to identify the projects mentioned in the 
application.  In future entries be sure and complete each section of the application form.
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Well maintained footpaths line the roads leading to the periphery of the village. There has been a careful positioning 
of seats in the village and on the river walk.   The grounds of the enterprise centre and of the filling station are well 
maintained and add to the visual amenity of the village.    
Unoccupied shops and apartments are being used to provide homes for Ukrainians. In time will they be invited to 
join in Tidy Towns activities ?   
On the Florencecourt Road a garage painted in a pale green colour merges with the background green trees.  
Perhaps a grey coloured freight container could be given a similar treatment ?
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The Committee’s project to construct a rockery by the N 16 deserves full credit. The large rocks are well positioned, 
the plants, in scale with the rocks, blend with the surrounding vegetation.  A well- positioned seat invites a passer-by  
to pause awhile.     
Planting pollinator friendly species is an important project.  However, in this instance planting of perennials by the 
river walk may not have been the most suitable location for this work.  The area was already filled with native 
pollinator plants such as red and white clover and bird’s foot trefoil.  To demonstrate how quickly native plants can 
establish themselves, an unmown lawn in a front garden in the village had developed into a wildflower meadow 
complete with Spotted Orchid and Ragged Robin.  The perennials by the river walk could be transplanted to 
containers or planted in a shrubbery at the entrance to one of the housing estates in the village.
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complete with Spotted Orchid and Ragged Robin.  The perennials by the river walk could be transplanted to 
containers or planted in a shrubbery at the entrance to one of the housing estates in the village.

The Blacklion village trail introduces locals and visitors to a variety of habitats by the village and by the river 
Claddagh and adjacent fields.  Interpretive signs and seats are well positioned along the walk.   As I watched a 
dragonfly hover on the wind  and listened to birds, I wondered how many other insects and birds made their home 
by the river.      
The Committee is well aware of Pollinator Plan having planted suitable trees in February 2022 and  attending 
workshops.    With wildflower areas established in the village and on the riverside walk an app, the Flower-Insect 
Timed Count (FIT) (https://biodiversityireland.ie/surveys/fit-counts/) will assist you monitor the success of pollinator 
plants in the locality.    The schoolchildren at St Patrick’s school might also use the app to monitor their wildflower 
area.

The village is litter free and litter bins are positioned by the Market House.   
The Committee’s work monitoring the Bring Centre and the River Walk for litter is successful. 
Of note is the support for Cavan County Council’s Green Kilometre scheme.  In future applications you could explain 
if waste is segregated and any anti-litter strategies you have adopted.

As you say in the application you plan to raise awareness of recycling and energy saving in the local community.  
The Tidy Towns Handbook is a useful resource in this regard.

Some gardens are very well maintained with attractive boundary shrubberies and hedges.  Some householders and 
businesses have positioned flower filled containers by their premises.   
The gardens of the houses on the Glangevlin road are well maintained.  With the generous areas of grass there is 
scope for some additional trees. A future project perhaps ?   The entrance areas to Rockview, an Bonnain Bui and 
Breiffni Court housing estates are attractively landscaped with shrubberies, bedding plants or both.    Some trees at 
Breiffni Court are mature and in the coming years could be replaced.

The town signs situated in distinctive stone walls at the entrances to the village have clear lettering in both Irish and 
English. Not only was the same plant selection used in each stone lined planter but they were planted so their 
eventual height does not to obstruct the lettering. 
The hedges of native plants lining the N 16 form a wildlife and with specimen trees, grass and some planters create 
an entrance corridor to the village.  Another project, a new fence on the Florencecourt Road, under construction at 
the time of adjudication, will likewise mark the entrance to the village.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Having concluded the adjudication it is evident that the Tidy Towns Committee and local community has obvious 
pride in the village and its environs.   Much has been achieved in terms of green spaces and landscaping and 
tidiness and litter control.  There is so much potential to further promote, monitor and interpret  the existing nature 
and biodiversity - flora, fauna and habitats - in the immediate area and beyond.


