
395Belturbet - Béal Tairbirt

Cavan

C

39

Fáilte chuig Comórtas na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór...  
Thank you for your application which provided this adjudicator with a good introduction to  Belturbet Tidy Towns.  
The Committee of 5 has the input of 25 volunteers – a good number, perhaps some might join the Committee.  
Meetings are held weekly with an AGM and an EGM as required.  Many organisations in the town support your 
projects, namely  Belturbet Community Development  Association, Project Belturbet, Belturbet Zero Waste, 
Belturbet Sustainable Energy Community, Belturbet Men’s Shed, Belturbet Hen’s Shed and Bounceback, and more 
widely, Cavan County Local Development and Cavan Co. Council. 
Communications is via social media and newspapers.  Some committees also place notices in shop windows or 
church bulletins.  
Young people are involved through talks in schools. In future applications tell us more about the projects involving 
Bounceback and Youth workers.    
Belturbet has been involved in Tidy Towns for over 25 years - how the town must have changed over a quarter of a 
century !   In future applications you might elaborate on this.  Some more details about your maintained and new 
projects would strengthen an application, for example, grants and funding received, number of walking trails 
designed, how organic waste is composted.
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The Diamond, with Town Hall, Library,  street furniture, statues and stone bollards with fish symbol and an 
endearing statute of two youngsters Geraldine and Patrick, is the centrepiece of the town.  Large tree filled planters 
and well positioned seats complete the town centre.    
Bridge Street and Main Street are well paved. Streets are identified with bilingual signage and unusually the town 
crest is included.  There are many informative heritage panels throughout the town.   With the passage of time some 
have become illegible and could be replaced or upgraded.   Numerous wall plaques, erected by Cavan County 
Council, denote significant buildings in the town. 
At Barrack Hill, a large montage of photographs, situated on a gable wall, welcomes people with the phrase ‘Fáilte 
Béal Tairbirt’.        
There are many heritage buildings in the town some repurposed for new uses, Railway Station is  open for tourists, 
the former Goods Store is now a community centre.    In time attention could be given to some derelict buildings on 
Bridge Street.     
The Committee has encouraged the owners of business premises to maintain them in good condition – a tactful 
task. The Committee must be justly proud of your input to design walking trails and prepare associated booklets and 
information panels.  This work was done in association with Belturbet Walkers Group and Project Belturbet. 
Congratulations on obtaining funding and planting a Sensory Garden located near Kilconney Bridge.  In future 
applications more information could be provided about the Garden and how it is being used by the public.
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Congratulations on obtaining funding and planting a Sensory Garden located near Kilconney Bridge.  In future 
applications more information could be provided about the Garden and how it is being used by the public.

The decision to reduce the amount of grass cutting is well explained in your application.  
In time the Sensory Garden by the river will be a welcome green space for local residents.  The paved area by the 
pharmacy, with large colourful planters and bicycle park is an example of a more  formal open space in the town.   
The Belturbet Fair Day site has become a colourful small park with planters, seats and an old water pump.  At 
Morrissey Park with a children’s playground, adult exercise equipment, picnic tables and seats, is managed so as to 
promote natural vegetation.    
The Committee’s support for the Men’s Shed and allotments has been worthwhile. On the day of my visit the 12 
raised beds were filled were vegetables, due no doubt to your quality organic compost.

The Committee is well aware of the importance of the river ecosystem and the importance of reducing the use of 
peat.   For ten years now, long before other groups, the use of glyphosate (Roundup) was stopped and locally 
composted soil is used instead of peat-based composts.   
Well managed paths with seats line both sides of the river Erne. The riverbank is managed for wildlife with low 
mowing regimes in place.   A future project might include a biodiversity habitat survey in conjunction with an 
ecologist and local schools.

With TUS workers and local volunteers litter control is to a high standard.  The installation at the Marina of a solar 
powered compacter bin, provided by Cavan Co County will reduce litter in an already identified litter black spot.    In 
the residential areas signs remind people to take home their litter and dispose of dog waste, with Mutt Mitts 
available in some places.

The Committee’s associations with Belturbet Zero Waste and Belturbet Sustainable Energy, has led to several 
projects in sustainability, namely creating community awareness, segregating waste, providing water dispensers in 
Saint Bricins School, and supporting the Warmer Homes Scheme. Belturbet Tidy Towns is well placed to make 
more strides in this category.

The ‘Paint the Town’ activity, promoted by the Committee, must have created a good community spirit, as it brought 
householders and volunteers together in preparation for the Fleadh weekend in June.      
Some well-maintained rows of older cottages lead to the Railway station.  The Fair Green area with several housing 
estates include open space areas. Seats, memorial stone, ivy and climbing roses, raised planters and shrubberies 
add to the attractiveness of this residential area.    The open space at Marian Park is well maintained and many 
householders obviously enjoy their gardens.   At Meadowbrook the paths and boundaries with the road are well 
maintained.  At nearby Erne Court some trees and shrubs are planted in the open space in front of the houses.

A lane to one side of Main Street with car park nicely planted with climbing roses and a railway mural.  Some other 
lanes also retain their original stone walls.   
As has been explained in the application grass verges are managed with minimum cutting during the growing 
season so as to promote pollinators.   Paths and boundaries to houses leading in the direction of Clones are well 
managed.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Despite the challenges of COVID, Belturbet Tidy Towns Committee has maintained projects and implemented new 
projects in the past year.   The ongoing work in sustainability engages with other organisations in the town, while the 
new sensory garden and walking trails will engage the local community and visitors alike.


