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Fáilte chuig Comórtas na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór...  
The Arvagh Tidy Towns committee of 7 members is supported in its work by 21 volunteers.  Some 19 agencies and 
local groups representing a wide range of business, schools and sports  provide their help and expertise to the 
projects of the Committee.  Worth noting is the involvement of people from across the life span from children to 
older people. 
Communications is via email, local newspapers and Arva Town Development.  Some  T T groups also use notices 
in shops, church bulletins and Facebook to inform the local community of their forthcoming activities.   
Regarding Young Tidy Towns the involvement of local schools and their awards of Green Flags is great 
achievement for the pupils and their teachers.  It is noteworthy that young people in their leisure time, as members 
of Foroige, contribute to Tidy Towns projects.  
The  Committee is a longtime participant – 22 years - in the Tidy Towns awards.  In future applications some of the 
benefits of participation could be described. 
The map showing the principal streets and a key to the premises painted, renovation works and planting was very 
useful as this adjudicator walked around the town.  The before and after photographs were very helpful. 
With regard to your future plans, it is noted that you intend to plant more trees in the town and to work with the 
committee formed to develop walks around the town. Both these projects will support your applications in the 
coming years.
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The already attractive streetscape has been significantly enhanced by the painting of some 13 buildings, in well 
selected colours, including St Patrick’s Hall,  the Garda Barracks and a former butcher shop as well as many 
houses.  It was noted that two recently painted properties on Pound Street were for sale, surely a desired outcome 
of this scheme.   
In the Market Square the patterns of paving delineate areas of the square for passive and active use.    The three 
circular tree seats, with the emblems of the three surrounding counties, are unique and particular to the town.  The 
three Norway Maple (Acer platanoides ‘Emerald Queen’) planted Norway Maple are growing well.   The lights and a 
seat will encourage people to linger and admire the streetscape.   Information panels provide a guide to the town 
and local amenities.  
The playground with a selection of play equipment is maintained by the FAS team.  It is good to read that the 
upgrading of access to the nearby lake has encouraged more use of this area.  From my visit I can see why.

38

26

55

17

32

33

Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report
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County:

Category:
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

15/06/2022

 



Both large round planters and wall mounted planters were evident in the town. From photographs included in the 
application they make a colourful contribution to the streetscape.  At the time of adjudication planting for summer 
2022 had not yet occurred.  
Some business premises such as the local hotel and houses on the principal streets had placed attractive window 
boxes and planters by their properties.    
Given the broad streets in the town more street tree planting would be feasible. This has been mentioned in your 
plan.  Two suggestions for trees are Hawthorn Crataegus ‘Pauls Scarlet’ and Rowan/Mountain Ash Sorbus 
aucuparia.  Both trees flower and so support bees and the latter is native in Ireland.

The Bee Hotel was justifiably highlighted in your application, at once a home for bees and an art installation.  
Perhaps a local beekeeper could identify the residents of this hotel.  Though well intentioned the use of weedkillers 
is not appropriate in this area.            
With trees, grass, wildflowers and many bird feeders, Busy Bees creche introduces children to nature at an early 
age. 
The proposed looped walks around the town, as mentioned in the 3 to 5 year plan will introduce local people to 
other aspects of nature and biodiversity.

As described in your application there is a litter control programme.  This programme is working effectively.     
In the coming year remove redundant litter bins and planters from the town. As Cavan County Council has done 
elsewhere, perhaps the local authority could supply the town with some modern litter bins.

The use of the Arvagh disposable cup is a novel one.  This adjudicator would have liked more information, where 
are they available, how many were sold, how are they composted, what is done with the composted material ? 
The introduction of fences has improved the usability of the Bring Centre.      
The renovation of buildings behind the Market Square to provide self-catering accommodation is another example of 
sustainability in the town.  
The attractively painted Clutter Bug shops are another example of recycling and upcycling by the T T Committee.    
That a second premises was opened points to the success of this project.

The housing estates visited, off the Main Street and opposite the Garda Barracks, are well maintained.    The lanes 
and entrances to business premises are generally very well maintained.  
Many householders keep attractive gardens and maintain their common boundary with the road or lane.  While 
others have planted colourful window boxes or hanging baskets.

There are good pedestrian paths leading to the edge of the town on the main approach roads.  On the R198 
approach to the town one housing estate maintained a fine display of wildflowers  in an area of mown grass.  Also, 
on the R198, the amenity area enclosed with a wall and blue railings, could in future years, be upgraded.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

The Arvagh Tidy Towns Committee has paid great attention to maintaining and enhancing the streetscape of this 
fine town.  The involvement of the schools, local businesses and groups can only benefit your projects in the coming 
years.  Continued success as you work with Arvagh Town Development Association to develop looped walks 
around the town, thereby supporting several aspects of an application in the coming years.


