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Fáilte roimh chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht 
na hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Ádh mór ar Cheatharlach.
•    Thank you for your application, photos and map.
•    Carlow Tidy Towns has 14 volunteers and has been involved with the competition for over 30 years.
•    You have outlined how the competition has a positive impact on community development in Carlow – it is 
good to hear that.
•    There was no 3-year action plan attached. This exercise would be useful for the group in prioritising actions 
and planning ahead. We realise that the last two years have been difficult for groups but the situation is getting back 
to normal now.
•    Carlow Tidy Towns use a range of channels to spread your message so that people of all ages are kept in 
the loop. 
•    Well done on your active association with the schools and colleges in Carlow. It is good to know that you 
are working on establishing a Junior Tidy Towns group and that you are currently working with Carlow Regional 
Youth Services.
•    You have demonstrated your involvement with many groups and events in Carlow including the Carlow 
Arts Festival. The Project Carlow 2040 is an important collaboration with Carlow County Council and should make a 
difference to the town.

48

•    Carlow is an attractive town with a good commercial shopping area and lovely historic buildings. The 
streetscape in the town is narrow in places with public seating and outdoor dining. 
•    Carlow Castle stands proud over the town. Carlow College, the Visual Art Centre, the Cathedral and the 
Court House are all fine buildings.
•     The Liberty Tree and the Potato Market area are an attractive public spaces with lots of people around on 
a hot sunny day. There is nice rose planting and fine trees in situ. There was a solar bin in place and no litter 
evident.
•    There is a lovely mural on the gable end of a house on Bridewell Lane.
•    It is obvious from a visit to Carlow that there is a lot of positive work taking place – planters with colourful 
planting, street furniture, cycle lanes with the creation of walkways and green spaces. The construction of the green 
way/ cycle way is central in creating a place to walk and cycle safely. Well done on all the good work there.
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•    The town park on the banks of the Barrow is very impressive.  There is something there for everyone – 
playground, viewing point, amphitheatre. It is a green oasis in the town. We approached the park from both the 
bridge and Sleaty Street, the park signs require cleaning. Perhaps the Council should consider entering the park for 
the Green flag award.
•    We also came upon Hanover Park – this is another gem of a park in the town with very nice planting, 
wildflower areas and a stream running through the park.
•    As well as the parks, Carlow is fortunate to have a series of green spaces - Carlow College, the Visual Arts 
Centre and the Barrow Track graveyard.  
•    The trees along both Kennedy Avenue and Barrack Street create an attractive ambiance. The planters in 
the town are all well maintained and attractive. Is there a possibility to examine location for further tree planting 
using tree pits? Trees are a long-term asset, easy to maintain and create lovely environment. It is good to see that 
you are considering further tree planting in greenspaces, have a look at built up areas also.
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•    The town park on the banks of the Barrow is very impressive.  There is something there for everyone – 
playground, viewing point, amphitheatre. It is a green oasis in the town. We approached the park from both the 
bridge and Sleaty Street, the park signs require cleaning. Perhaps the Council should consider entering the park for 
the Green flag award.
•    We also came upon Hanover Park – this is another gem of a park in the town with very nice planting, 
wildflower areas and a stream running through the park.
•    As well as the parks, Carlow is fortunate to have a series of green spaces - Carlow College, the Visual Arts 
Centre and the Barrow Track graveyard.  
•    The trees along both Kennedy Avenue and Barrack Street create an attractive ambiance. The planters in 
the town are all well maintained and attractive. Is there a possibility to examine location for further tree planting 
using tree pits? Trees are a long-term asset, easy to maintain and create lovely environment. It is good to see that 
you are considering further tree planting in greenspaces, have a look at built up areas also.

•    The Green Schools programme is a wonderful way of learning about the environment and carrying out 
projects to support biodiversity and nature. It is good that some schools were able to continue the green schools 
programme throughout Covid. The formation of a Junior Tidy Towns will enable you to support and guide the 
schools in this area. 
•    The Barrow and Burrin river add to the biodiversity of Carlow – well done on cleaning the Willow Island in 
the Barrow.
•    It was good that you attended the All Ireland Pollinator Plan Conference 2021. This was an important 
networking and learning occasion. We look forward to your plans to include some of the ideas in your future action 
plan.
•    The wildflower areas in the Town Park, Hanover Park and the perennial planting throughout the town will 
enhance biodiversity.
•    Consider carrying out the survey prepared by All Ireland Pollinator Plan on gathering data to assess the 
impact of the good work that Tidy Towns groups do. Flower Insect Timed Counts are very simple and will help track 
the impact of actions on insect numbers and diversity as well as providing important data for the Biodiversity Centre. 
Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) - National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie)

•    Clean Carlow is a voluntary group with members from across various organisations in Carlow - residents, 
business etc. who meet every second Saturday. The group is passionate about litter and collects on average 15 
bags of litter on a Saturday  and  52 bags during the National Spring Clean event. Well done to Clean Carlow.
•    The students from Tyndall college and IT Carlow also take part in litter picks. 
•    On adjudication day, a small street sweeping machine was spotted. It is evident that everyone plays their 
part in eradicating litter in Carlow. It was litter free on adjudication day – Maith sibh.
•    Well done on arranging the Dog Fouling Awareness Day. You covered a wide area and got a positive 
result. Should further awareness days be considered?
•    In Carlow Town Park a voice recording was in place reminding people to clean up after their dog – a good 
initiative.

•    Well done on promoting awareness opportunities in this area – such as the Climate Action workshop 
webinar in March. 
•    The Green Schools programme encourages the  concept of sustainability. It is also good to note that IT 
Carlow is involved in the Green campus scheme. The return to normal conditions will afford  greater opportunities to 
liaise with schools.
•    Carlow was the first stop for the Return for Change campaign where the public got a chance to recycle 
plastic bottles and aluminium cans for a reward. This was a good recycling awareness raising opportunity. We look 
forward to the permanent scheme being in place in 2023.
•    Good to see that you are keeping track of recycling rates. We saw the recycling bring banks at St Laurence 
O Toole’s complex. They were in good condition and the area was clean.
•    Well done on your initiatives to recycle and dispose of waste properly. The mattress amnesty resulted in 
774 mattresses being recycled. 333 people availed of the bulky waste amnesty with 55 tonnes dropped off at the 
civic amenity. 200 bikes were refurbished for the Bikes for Africa scheme supported by Carlow Tidy Towns, Carlow 
Rotary Club and Carlow County Council. The Conscious Cup campaign in conjunction with Carlow Lions Club and 
Carlow County Council is an important campaign in eliminating waste and litter. 
•    Active Travel is an important part of sustainable living – to be able to walk and cycle freely and safely. Well 
done on your efforts here. This will result in a very pleasant experience for residents and visitors alike.
•    Congratulations to the students in Tyndall College on their awareness raising of the Sustainable 
Development Goals. Their signage campaign on main roads approaching Carlow would reach a lot of people and go 
towards their aim of reaching ‘every citizen in every town’ particularly as this initiative is now being considered for a 
national ETB project.

•    Congratulations to all the residential areas who took part in the Carlow Pride of Place competition and to 
Sharon Avenue, Talbot Terrace and Highfield who won awards.
•    The New Oak estate has many nice green areas. The planting at the entrance was good and welcoming. 
There were good looking planters at the community centre with a fenced play area. There is an opportunity for 
further tree planting in the green spaces and wildflower areas. Keep up the good work New Oak residents.
•    Sleaty Street near the Town Park is a  row of attractive housing with some well-maintained planters. Again 
we think that there may be opportunities for additional tree planting.
•    Governey Park has a nice green space with a well-maintained floral display.
•    ‘Take Apart’ is a very interesting way of engaging residents in their area through the medium of art – 
whatever that might be – skate parks, heritage, culture. Congratulations on winning the Creative Place Initiative 
category in the IPB Cooperation Ireland Pride of Place awards.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



•    The New Oak estate has many nice green areas. The planting at the entrance was good and welcoming. 
There were good looking planters at the community centre with a fenced play area. There is an opportunity for 
further tree planting in the green spaces and wildflower areas. Keep up the good work New Oak residents.
•    Sleaty Street near the Town Park is a  row of attractive housing with some well-maintained planters. Again 
we think that there may be opportunities for additional tree planting.
•    Governey Park has a nice green space with a well-maintained floral display.
•    ‘Take Apart’ is a very interesting way of engaging residents in their area through the medium of art – 
whatever that might be – skate parks, heritage, culture. Congratulations on winning the Creative Place Initiative 
category in the IPB Cooperation Ireland Pride of Place awards.

•    The approach roads are in good condition and the roundabouts were well maintained. The Athy 
roundabout in particular looked well.
•    Pathways in the town are in good condition and the new seating in the streets in the town is welcome.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Carlow is a vibrant, well-maintained town.  Carlow Tidy Towns plays an important part in improving the quality of life 
for residents in collaboration with Carlow County Council and other groups in the town. There is a sense of 
dynamism with the development of cycleways and the many amenities in the town. Keep up the good work. We look 
forward to coming back to visit Carlow.


